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THE CAPTURE OF COMMANDING OFFICER, COMPANY B, 36187
INFANTRY AND SURRENDER OF COMPANY K, 3618T INFANTRY
(91ST INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE BATTLE OF LIVERGNANO,
: 9 - 10 OCTOBER 1944
(NORTH APENNINES CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Company Commander)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

This monogreph covers the capture of the Commander of

Company B and the surrender of Company K, 361lst Infantry,
Olst Infantry Division, in the battle for LIVERGNANo;VITALY,
9 « 10 October 1944, during the drive toward the PO VALLEY,
The action occurred behind the GOTHIC LINE in a plece the

Germens called the CAESAR LINE,

A brief background of history follows giving the major
events that led to the scene of action, iIn order that the
Fesder may be famiiiar with the theater and front line of

the United States Army at the time,

The invesion of the Italian mainland began on 3 September
1943, by the Britlsh Eighth Army landing the major portion of
1ts force at REGGIO on the southwsstern tip of the peninsulsa,

A1) . fSee Mop . 4). -This-epsratioa-preceded by muin-ALlfsd
attack of the Fifth Army by six days, Thus on 9 September,
the beaches of SALERNO were invaded,

Hard end continuous fighting brought the two Armies to-
‘gether around the end of Septémber. fThe joining of these forces =
meant the beginning of a co-ordinated advance to the north.

After the PORT of NAPLES fell and during the slow but
steady advance to the north, the Alllies encountered the GUSTAV
LINE, In an effort to flank this line from the sesa; two dlvi-
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sions made a landing in the ANZIC-NETTUNO area on 22 January
1944, (2) It wes not until 25 May that this force and those
advancing from the south made contact,

The 91lst Infantry Division had been training in NORTH
AFRICA. The 36ist Regimental Combat Team (part of the Divi-
sion) had been deteched; sent tc NAPLES and on 1 June 1944,
lended at ANZIO, For two days the RCT was attached to the
36th Infentry Division, then to the 34th Infantry Division,
ROME fell on 4 June and the 361lst continued to fight with

the 34th Infantry Division and the lst Armored Division unt;lv

the Allied Forces reached the ARNO RIVER, In the meahtime,
the remainder of the 91st Division arrived in ITALY, After a
brief walting period* on the south banks of the ARNO, the
attack across the river and to the north was resumed, A few

weeks prior to arriving on the ARNO the 361st RCT had re-
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36IEZE“¥Be 91st Infentry Division to fight with its parent
unite.

Early in September 1944, the Fifth Army crossed the ARNO
to continue the attack to the north, The 9lst Division was
in the section north of FLORENCE where HIGHWAY 65 runs gen-

oy SR AR

- grally north-or BOLOGNA, ~ 1t Was not too fer from FLORENCE

that the troops encountered the enemy's most formideble de-
fensive positions in ITALY. This was the GOTHIC LINE, (Sce

Mep B) e line that tock thousands of men more then a year to

~ construct, (3) However, in twelve days the Division cracked

the defenses of the main line, captured FUTA PASS in order to

" push on toward BOLOGNA.

.rz, Aw 3 §ec.
(3) 1"13 pe. 92
% During this halt, units were pulled from the Italian
Theater in order to make a sucoessrul 1nvaaion of
..southern France. i
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To those that participated i1t was only "a lifetime of
mué, rain, sweat, strain, fear, courage, and prayers." (4)
The Germans did not intend for American troops to breask this
line hecause it was their last natural barrier of defense
south of the PO VALLEY. 8o against the defensive fire plen,
madq dqubly hagzardous by rain and fog, and the determination
of the enemy, the 9lst Infantry Division at this time was
about three-fourths of the way toward BOLOGNA from FLORENCE
and at the approach of the seqond winter in ITALY.

THE GENERAL SITUATION

During the drive to the north toward BOLOGNA after the
GOTHIC end MONGHIDORO LINES were cracked, the cempaign for
October was divided into three phases, The Germans had fallen
back and established the LOIANO LINE which was to be the first

- o ATy e e g e

T - Vo R s e UL R T
s =y SETOT THe attack. ~(Seé Map B) The second phase was the

approaech to the LIVERGNANC escarpment and finally the securing
of this line.

The NORTHERN APENNINE MOUNTAINS stretched through the ares

of the Fifth Army., The terralin itself, where no roads existed,

. was slmost. impessible. to.ceross-oven—if there lad veen he enémy,

let alone the prepared defenses. The vast mountain region be-
gins in the northwest (south of GENOA) and extends to the

southeast like a huge backbone across the peninsula, Deep

_valleys,. spurs -and -broken ridges have been formed by tﬁé“éréd-

ing effect of mountein streams, The majority of these run
geherally northeast and southwest., (5) The average crest
elevation is 3,000 to 4,000 feet. In order to visualize the

hugeness, these heights start at around 300 feet on the south
7 A-I, p. 9% :
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slde of the broad, fertile PO VALLEY. There is a continuous
rise southly and some pesks reach 6,000 to 7,000 feet,

PFall rains begin in September in ITALY; small streams
become torrents and intermlttent strcams become small rivers,
The cloudy days, mist and fog make cbservation almost im-
possible the majority of the time, Along with all this comes
mid -~ the mud that msekes life and walking so miserable for
the Infantryman -- mud that will not permit tanks to cperate
when and where the Infantrymen needs theme.

The Fifth Army was attacking with two Corps abreast; the
II Corps on the right astride HIGHWAY 65 and IV Corps on the
left; the main effort being conducted by the II Corps, to
which the ©lst Infantry Division wes assigned, ‘HIGHWAY 65
was included in the 91st Division sector and sgince this road

was the main route from FLORENGE to BOLOGNA, it‘was the most
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heavily defended. (See Map B) ahe II Corps advance had
bulged the Allied line out like a spesrhead., Since progress
was being made, the 9lst Division (and flanking units) was
ordered to push the esttack eslong the highway in its zone and
had made contact with the LOIANO LINE, The 362d Infantry
cleared the vili;ééwof LOIANO by savage ‘house to house fight-
ing. The 361st Infantry was to pass through elements of the
362d Infantry (right zone) and attack initielly with one Bat-
talion on the right of the Division sector., The 3634 Infantry
continued on the left, However, the 362d would continue the
atteck to the north, gradually moving west to pinch out the
3634 Infantry. (6)

The main highway offered en excellent supply route though

often under enemy observation and consisted of many dangerous
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curves while winding up and down the ranges. Supply was only
difficult when units were great distances from this route.
Although trails existed they were often too muddy to with-
stand vehicle traffic, but logistical support was considered
sufficient, On the right or the road just north of LOIANO
- was a dominating peak, MT. ABTIA, and on the left at a greater

distance west was QE;MXFNERE. Enemy positlons on this ground,
as on the other strongly prepared lines, were prepared by
forced Italian labore

The flanks of LOIANO broke while all three regiments of
the 91st Division were on line. (7) By the end of the day
of 6 October 1944, the 362d Infantry had completed its part of
the misslon by cutting out the 363d Infantry and taking over

the left half of the Division sector. The 363d Infantry then

PO TSR L e

passed to Division reserve, Beyond thi= point the Sﬁzd B O e

“gether with the 3613t Infantry bn the right would continue on
to LIVERGNANO.
HITLER'S favorite troops, the 4th Parachute Division,
along with the 3624 Grenadier Division were defendling the

sector in front of the 9lst Divisicn. However, these units

i NI s

Were 1n & oritical coﬂditidn. (8) The Germans had been un-
able to disengage these units but were succeeding in increasing
thelr strength along this sector. The whole 65£h Grenadier Divi-
sion was shifted rrdm in front of the IV Corps Zone to take over
- gstride HIGHWAY 66, R Se e e
The 91st Division had suffered over 300 battle casualties
and almost an equal number of non-battle casualties, Generally,

the combat efficlency of the enemy was excellent and better than

™ A-4, p. 124
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the American unit considering that a comparatively fresh Divi.
slon had taken over the sector and once agein held the command-
ing terrain, but the Americans were considered equal to the
task,

THE REGIMENTAL SITUATION

The 36lst Infantry was making the main attack on the

LIVERGNANO escarpment, a natural line of defense which was

the most formidable north of the GOTHIC LINE, (9) The 1lst
Battalion was on the right and 3d Battalion on the left., Ad-
vance was slow for the flrst two days because of deep, muddy
ravines running eastward into ZENA RIVER and also enemy delay-
ing positions were strong around the mountein villeges, The
attacking battslions moved repidly on 8 October since enemy
observation was restricted by mist and fog. The 3d Battalion

made a wide sweep east of HIGHWAI GY, then cut acrd®® i¢'at — =

LA FORTUNA deep behind enemy lines as the 1lst Battalion was .

stopped by the base.of a hugé'éScérphéﬁigi (See Map C) The

Reglmental plan was to have the lst Battalion cut northwest

abttacking through the gap in the mountains (where the highway

- oy D s sk

" enters LIVERGNAN ) to pinoh out the 3d Battelion, The 2d

Battalion would be employed in the other bresk one and a helf
miles east just above the village of BIGALLO., These were the

only two breaka that ooour within the shear rook wall which

the Regtment now faced. It was naarly l 500 feet high 1n
places and over three miles long.

The flanks of the Regiment were wide open, The 85th Divi-
sion on the right boundary was a conslderable distance behind
and Company A was employed on this flank for (Regimental and
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Division) protection leaving an attacking battalion with no
reserve, In view of this fact, the plan was to attach Com-
pany K to the l1lst 3gttulion and when the 3d Battalion was
pinched out, Company A would be attached to the 3d Battalion,

THE BATTALION SITUATION

The 1st Battalion was operating on the right of HIGHWAY
65 where weather and terrain were the principal delaying
factors, (10) Company A had been employed on the right flank
of the battalion which was the Regimentel boundary, Company
B and C continued in the attack and were engaged in a stiff
fire fight at TREBBO, (See Map C) Tanks were supporting the
attack by fire alone since the recent rains had caused soc much
mud they could not operate in the battallion zone, With this
effective fire in addition to artillery support, TREBBO was
“cleared, " Eight prisoners were taken and the remainder of the
garrison killed, (11) 1In an effort to cut off a village to
the south, Company C proceeded immediately to VALLE. In one
of these villages, (presumably TREBBO) (12) the Battalion
Commander contacted the Commander of Company B and pointed
“out a location on the map.‘ (Also seen on the ground from thevw‘
observation post.,) Company B Commander then received an order
w7 |to move his company to the position., The place was known as
ugJ*: . 'LE CRETE end at the base of the escarpment over a mile and a
' half forward from the front line, This was about all of the
informatlon given to Company B, except to move out immediately.
Company B Commanding Officer contacted the Commander of Come
pany C but found that he (C) had received no further orders.

m) A‘i’ poT55
~{11) A-1, p. 155
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“the move was made entirely unobserved.

““had te be cleared of & few anemy

Company Ba _

' . . . e &
AOYIrt s ot o I s

Then contact was mede with the Artillery Liailson Officer

in order to work out th® meens of ertillery support to cover
the advance and for protection when the company took the ob-
Jective, WNo contact could be made with any units on the left,
and Company B assumed the movement was being made alone and
both flanks and resr would be exposed. The Company pushed

out as soon as flnal, detail plans were made and orders issued,
The move was almost entirely over open country under direct
observation of the enemy from high ground to the front and
from towering MT. DELLE FORMICHE to the northeast in the 85th
Division Zone. It was only by the grace of the Heavenly
Father that the move was a success, because here a miracle
happened.,

It was still early in the morning and so far the weather
was clear and visibllity excellent -- yet no sooner had the
compeny entered open country than a heavy fos closed in and
| ‘ ' The objective was
occupied without meeting any resistance but a large number of
the enemy was by-passed,

From this point Company B established an ell-around de-
fensive position extend;ng to PRATO DI MAGNANO, which place

They were taken 80 com-

pletely by surprise that they were not asble to fire a shot,

”During the night, Company C moved into the east and south of

This wes at the .cleose of € Cctober, During the
night the by-passed enemy moved over to HIGHWAY 65 to with-
drew through the 3d Battalion.

The mission of taking the escarpment was close at hand

end for the Battalion as well as the Regiment, the next few
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daye were to mean only heart-breaking, bitter fighting and
difficulties which were well-nigh insurmounteble, (13)

NARRATION

COMPANY K'S ATTACK ON LIVERGNANO

_.desperata. fine-fishéy - Fhe-enemy was abIs to withdrew all tanks

Late in the afternoon of 8 October, Company T had cut
across HIGHWAY 65 and Company K moved up on the right. Dur-
ing the night 6 - 8 enemy tanks and a column of Infantry (not
less than two companies) were withdrawing‘to the north of
HIGHWAY 65. These troops evidently hed no idea that the high-
way contained Americans on their route or certainly they would
not have been in march column, With the exception of one pla-
toon led by Lieutenant Mervin Krieger, Company I just pulled
awgy from the highway and let the enemy pass., When the enemy
discevered this platobn, their tanks just blasted through,
practically killing”the entire group. (14)%

The next morning Compenies I and K received a heavy
counteratteck by the enemy opereting with tanks from thelr
pesitions in LIVERGNANO., The attack wes beaten off after a

successfully. Losses were heavy as many of The enemy were

(IS) A-l’ pc m
(14) Personal knowledge i
# This was reported to the Commander of Company B by one
of his patrols he had sent out to meke contact with the
~ units on the left., The patrol contacted the pletoon
leader and at the time he had around three of his men
left with him, The remainder of Company I made no
attempt to stop or delay the retreating Germans,

After the war was over, the writer by coincldence met
this Lieutenant in Charlotte, North Carolina. (He had
been promoted,) Captain Krieger confirmed the fact that
the tanks shot and killed most of the platoon. He also :
stated he was in contact with the 3d Battallon Commender
: and reported what was happening. .The BC.teld kim-bo,; " -7
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killed end a few captured. The battle was also costly to
dmericans since a number were killed, but not so many as to
destroy the power to attack or the will to close with the
enemy .

The Division Commander had ordered that the 3d Battalion
hold 1ts position at 1040 hours until their left flank was
more secure. (15) Since the counterattack was in progress
at the time and beaten off mainly by Compeny K, a platoon of
that company pursued the enemy into the outskirts on the south
side of the village around 1500 hours, A hail of machine gun
and sniper fire greeted them, but they were successful in
occupying two buildings on the righﬁ side of the street, (See
Map D)

This platoon passied through the gap within the mountein
where on the right there 1s a perpendicular rock wall‘joining
the road. On the left of the‘roadk£he bangidropped away into
a deep ravine which Infantrymen could hardly cross and which
was absolutely impossible for tanks or vehicles, This very
spot, only wide as the road itself, was then demolished and

L
N S,

R o e

cratered by the Germans, This sealed off any end all possible
meehent zedapprodchey,” " T
Company K then found it impossible to enter the village
with the remalnder of the company during deylight hours. The
enemy hed complete control of the approach by 1nterlocking j
bands of fire, sealed tight by prepared mortar barrages. In
addition to this thelr obaervation commanded the entire Divi-

sion Zone tmr & depth of over 5 miles. Their tanks were in

W“poaition to deliver very effective close range as well as long

Do 88 1y W

range fire.

‘- AW ey e+ L R § AP «
L PP N T Rt A A Ryt WA e AR DR e, -
o 1 CURTBIORN  #s  4 h i LS : ‘ A s
o i O % ek AR M AN 83 A A
W A
>

A G AP # -4 4 & o . S

B

S 1A O 0T A O R | A
(e Ao C e o - L
o N — i‘%

o) S OB . MYy RN LAY e
\rnh L an W U
ap Bapve v s - Vow reaL e S 3
v 2, . .~ . e

R N il
PRGNSR FYDOT T TR D e




Around 1900 hours the remainder of Company K launched
another attack through the gap and quoceeded in jeining the
platoon in LIVERGNANO, "Joining the platoon" is correct, be=-
ceuse after getting through the morter and machine gun fire,
~the defensive fires inside, assisted by pointblank fire of

_the tenks forced the company together in ome extremely large .
house., This house was actually two houses which were joined
together end to end. It was one of the two houses that the
first platoon entering the city had teken during the day. The
other house was small and contained a plg end cattle room on
the ground floor which was typlcal of Itallan homes. A platoon
with a.light machine gun sectlon attached had taken thls small
house but only the machine gun and a squad remained there to
protect the flank of the company. The rest of the company had

established all around defense of the large house.

THE ORDERS AND MANEUVER OF COMPANY B

During ¢ October, all was gquiet in Company B's area,
since Uhe enemy was still unawere that the compeny was present,

The commander of the compuny did not receive any orders throughe

e 00 the de¥.. Thege were to . come later end.unexnsched.. . .The Aoy .. .o o

was spent by the Captaln checkling the men of the company and
calling for artillery missions on observed enemy positions,
Perhaps one reason the enemy failed to locate the company was
~due to the faet that smoke was called for often on known or
suspected enemy observation posts in addition to the high
explosives,

When darkness fell the company was resupplied. A hot

o

meal was fed to the men and hard ratlons were T S e
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this was completed, the guard wes inspectsd, After satisfy-
ing himself that security was excellent for the night, the
company cammand;r retired at his command post, No sooner then
his eyes were closed, a guard.awakoned him with a message that
he was wanted at Battalion., This was between 2230 and 2300
hours, When he arrived at the Battaulion Commend Post he was
informed by the Battalion Commender that Compeny K was in
'LIVERGNANO and given oral orders that Company B would pass
through Company K at 0600 hours the next morning., The mission
was to finish clearing the village of all enemy. The line of
departure would be the line held by Company K at that hour,
The Battalion Commender stated that he thought that Company K
would have the village in hand before morning. (16)

The captaln of Company B then contacted the Battalion
S=2 and $8-3 in hopes of leerning more details as to the pre=-
sent situation,  These staff officers did not furnish any more
information than had already been learned, except that the S-2
figured the enemy was not strong and would give in without
too much fighting. The strength of the enemy was estimated
at less than a company. The S«3 stated that Company K was

R T e

temporarily under commend of the lst Battallows ~Sumpany &

by'Campanies I and K and enter

(17)

should find the ro
the village by HIGﬁWAY”“ﬁ.
When the Commander of Company B returned to the Company,
the men were alerted, Individual rolls were stacked and the
company was prepared to move soon after the Captain issued
his order, The order was fragmentary and based on the in-

formation recelved at the battalion, The tentative plan was

(18) Personal knowledge
(17) Perscnal knowledge
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to have two platoons abreast and the third platoon in support,
When the Company reached HIGHWAY 65, the 1lst Platoon would take
the right side and the 24 Platoon the left side of the road,
The platoons would be deployed and prepared for street fighting,

High ridges, a stream, and canyons, were between the com-
_pany's present position and the Village of LIVERGNANO, By .
Tollowing passable terrain features the distance was approxi- .
mately two and a half miles., The map indicated & little over
one miles Not belng familiar with the route over which the
Company was to travel, the Captain made a map reconnaissance
and plotted the azimuth toward the objective, This reading
(generally northwest) was set on all company compasses. (See
Map C) The Company moved out at 0200 hours, (18) The Com-
pany Commander wes leading his unit in an attempt to reach
LIVERGNANO prior to 0600 hours,

The move was made in totaluﬁgrkpess. It was raining
during thé‘early»houré of the morning and the creek which
had to be crossed was slmost waist deep 1n plaeces, The ridges
were very muddy and often the company had to move in a single

file aelong slippery ledges, Daylight broke before the company

_resched HIGHWAY 65, The column was still climbing when_ 0600

hours appeared on the Ceptaln's watche Radlo contact was made
with Battelion and the situation reported. There was no change

in orders, and Instructions were given for the company to con-

" tinue on the mission. (19) At 0645 hours the company con-

tacted Company I at LA FORTUNA, and was halted to the right

TI8) Personal knowledge (Taken from notes Which are in pos-
session of the author, The notes are part of Captain
Anderson's report of capture and statementof return
rendered to the Department of the Army on his return
from Russia in 1945)

(19) Personal knowledge
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behind a bank, (It i1s well to note here that Company I was
packed into one house on the right side of the road,)

This halt was about 1000 yards south of LIVERGNANO, (See
Mep C) The Commander of Company I told Company B Commander
that he could move his company right up the highway without

any trouble since Compeny K was still in the village and hald

‘the south side.

Leaving the Commander of Company I, the Captain looked
to the north but sensed something was wrong with all the in-
formation he had received thus far., The morning wés 80 very
quiets No shots or shells were being fired, nor could any he
heard enywhere., The dead from both forces could be seen
strewn throughout the battleground all the way from LA FORTUNA
to the entranée of LIVERGNANO, A reconnaissance was necessary

so the company commander selected four riflemen, two radiomen,

one with the SCR 500, the other with a SCR 536, to accompany

him to maeke contact with Company K. Instructions were left
with the Executive O0fficer of Company B, that if the Commender
did not return within an hour, that the compaeny should carry
out the plah contained in the orders issued during the nlight.

Company B Commander, with his smell psrty, proceeded to-

R T w 4 i 4

ward LIVERGNANO by the HIGHWAY, About halfl way to the village,
an officer of Company K was discovered with a number of bullet

holes in his body, face down and his equipment still on., He

- was groaning and still alive. He could not give much infor-

mation, so after rendering first ald, the Captain let one
rifleman remain with the Lieutenant and sent another back.to
Company I to get a stretcher and a medic. The pearty then con-
tinued on to the village.
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The road made a curve to the left and here the rock
well was discovered on the right and the deep canyon on the
left, Beyond the crater the road mede a sharp "U" bend to
the right, (See Map D)} On entering the village the Captain
informed his men to keep at least 30 yards behind him. The
“radlomen kept closing up, then walted and ¢lose up agalin,
They did not seem to want to stey very far from their leader,
No shots, shells, nor any signs of life appeared to this
point. Three buildingss were passed since they were built on
a bank sbove the street and could not be searched, On round-
ing the bend, the Captain stopped cold in his tracks beside a
building, for in front of him, no more than 50 yards was a
German assault tank. The tank started the engine and then
all hell broke loose. Another tank fired a shell that burst
just above the Captains head, Shrapnel from this shell killed
"wﬁ?@ﬂﬁﬁha@xwowpadimmenmandwdaapnggad,xne.radins‘ The.Captain wes ... ..
knocked down by the concussion, yet uninjured. He yelled for
the two riflemen to go back, but they ceame running up to the
radiomen, Another shell burst in the seame place, and killed
them. The smell arms and machine gun fire was blezing from
e+ e SRR~ BAPOCEL 0 A0t he-TA 10888 - - (0 - $R0-1 6% 8140+ 0L AR s e e
street a squad of Germans were firing at the Captain, but at
the same time, men from Company K opened fire on the enemy,.
This covering fire permitted the Captain to crawl to the small
" building held by Company K on the right side of the street.

THE BATTLE FOR THE VILLAGE

The men in this first house were quite low on ammunition,

The light machine gun section was knocked out at the entrance.
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The smmunition belt was salvaged and the bullets were dis-
tributed among the squad. The men of this group told the
Commander of Company B that their Captaln was all right but
was supposed to be in the next house, A large shell hole
exlsted on the north side of this house, Compeny B Commander
waded through knee deep, slushy, refuse of the stable and
crawled through the hole. He made a dash to the next building,
It was dlscovered here that Compeny K's Commander was in the
next building, Tﬁere was no entrance to it except through the
enemy's line of fire, Captain, Company B, had several men
start breaking a hole through the wall in order that the Com-
pany would have a means of communication, Realizing this
would take a long time, he left the bullding, ren through
enemy fire to the east side and entered the other half of the
housees It was exactly 0730 hours when contact was nade between
s A RO 400 optalney - (80 - Er- thre et IHe” VHe Yermans Bad opsnsd T
fire from every direction around the position, including heavy
mortar and direct tank fire.

A desnarate battle waes on and during this fight the lead-
ing elements of Company B started up HIGHWAY 65, in eccordance

o o wWh S okl ordersy Company B dould get no closer than the
crater in the roed. They were observed and blasted with well
pleced fire which cgused them to fall back into a defensive
position between Company I and the village,

It was really heart-breaking for their commander to be
irn the center of the enemy's 1lines and observe the surprise
fire the Germans placed on the lst Platoon, Mbrtar fires
appeared to completely destroy the platoon, The units in
LIVERGNANO hed no means of contact with them since the enemy
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had closed the gap that existed when the Commander of Company
B B entered the village.

g The Captain of Company K wes very tired after the sleep-
less night, His men were united only because of his presence
and all of his efforts in his week conditlon were utilized in
keeping the morele of his men high. He did not know that he
was temporarily under commend of the lst Battalion until
later in the morning when the 3d Battalion so informed him.
(21) After this the 3d Battalion gave no further assistance,

advice or 1lnstructions tc the unit in LIVERGNANO,

Realizing this the Commeander of Company B assisted in
the command of Company K. One of the two SCR 300 radios
that Company K was fortunate in having was switched from the
3d Battalion to the 1lst Battalion channel, Contact was made
with the lst Battallon Commander. During this time the

. o L A e o et A e 35S NPT e i A
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counterattack of the eﬁémy increased. Some of the Germans
entered the bulldings but were stopped by beyonets and trench
knives, Several Germens were captured and one young soldier
among_ them spoke very good English.

The Caetain of Company B took this prisoner to thg_&d e M e

Lo fioor and peréuaded him to talk. The prisoner was not hard

to convince that the unit intended to hold until the last men
was kilied, if necessary, and that he would remain there to
die with the Companys

He was informed that his assistance may save the situ-
ation for the Americans énd consequently his life, This
soldier told the Captain everything that was in the village
and pinpointed positions on a hastily drawn mep. The Captain

then reported all positions by map coordinates to the third
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decimal plece and informed the lst Battalion Commander that a
Battallion of the German 65th Division was in the village; re=-
inforced with a Company of Engineers, four assault tanks and
two Tiger tanks, (22) Artillery missions were pleaded for
but the artillory refused to fire atatinglit was too close to
friendly troops., Actually the troops remeining in the viilage
did not care if their own ertillery fell upon them. The enemy
was placing such a heavy concentration on the troops that they
felt a few more shells could not hurt, Both the Commanders
estimated about 30 to 40 men were left and this compared to the
number of enemy that would be killed was certainl§mz:%§gg¥§;ce.

The price was great but the chance had to be taken. Therefore,

e

« the artillery was requested to be placed on the position, (23)

THE SURREWDER

TAS WAR 1n LIVERGNAND WePs AWIe Ve withsVend thewncy's 0B
T 000 Wi AUVAAYE Lob GBwE BotEN, . The majorivy 6f SEis Biums
was without ammunition and fighting hand to hand, On many
occasions the enemy yelled for the Americans to come out and
surrender or the buildings would be knocked down and set on
oo EhPE - With flame. thyewers, -~ The Avgrlcans held theldr-ground . wive  contonm
welting for & decision from the Battalion, which was re-
sponsible for them, The Commander of Company B had requested
the 1lst Battallon to send another radio to Company Bvand to
gi#o instructions to the Company Executive, not to try to
enter by the HIGHWIf since it was only a trap. He requested
that the company be informed to move to the east and scale the
T22) Personal knowledge and confirmed (shortly after being
ceptured) by the German Colonel, commending the unit.
His command post was less than 100 yards from Company

K's position,
(23) Personal knowledge
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- mountain, That'was'ﬁﬁ;ygiiy‘ieak poiht‘and from the top,'
the village could be attacked from higher ground, (24) (See
Map D)
During the last hour both of the company commanders
mede requests to withdraw, feeling certain that at least
half of what was left could‘bavsaved. A1) requests were
ignored and the Company B Commander was definitely told not
to withdrew, At 1000 hours the Captain of Company B ordered
all letters, maps, platoon radios, and anything that would
be of value to the enemy, destroyed., Weapons that were out
of emmunition were damaged beyondvthe useable stege, but
retained with bayonets fixed, The radios in Battalion net
remained in as long as possible, Within the half hour both
captains met and declded it was finished, The company would
be demolished if en attempt was made to hold another ten
minutes, Captaln, Company B told the Commander of Company e
R bg-putobhe “BREITSR Speaking Gorman prisgﬁé£ 1n front of him
and walk out of the door with his hands up. The rest of the
company was ordered to follow thelr commander if the enemy
ceased firing. (28)
The Captain of COmpany B then went to the. .third.floox..... —om wome =
rlof“éﬁe building where *he rsdlo was still in contact with the
1st Battalion. A report was made that the Company® was being
surrendered, The last words that the Captain could think of
were "goodbye snd good luck." He looked out of the window
{24) Personal knowledge
(256) Personal knowledge. The English speaking German hed kept
Capt Anderson informed of what the enemy was talking about
outside., It was through this knowledge and through obser-
vation of the enemy's meneuver, especlally when the flame
thrower was plsced in position, the decision to surrender

was made, Capt Sigmen, (CO of Co., K) personally elected
that he would go out first,
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and ell firing had ceased. The surrendered men were being
rushed through the village street to a cave back of the

town, In the process of destroying the last redlo, two well
fed Germans entered the room and ordered the Captain down-
stalrs. He took one last look at hig waich before the captors

removed it, The time was 1030 houre,

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
1. INFORMATION

On the night that the Commander of Company B received
orders to pass through Company K end clean out the village,
the Battelion Commander and the S-2 assured the Ceptain that
the enemy was weak, They estimated their strength at less
than a Company., When the Captain arrived in the village he
discovered that a reinforced Battalion existed., This enemy
was neither wesgk, dlsorganized, nor witﬁ.aﬁy inténtion of
withdrawing, On the contrary, they were well organized;
strong, and in eddition had Company K in a trap, Had the
Commander of Company B realized the strength of the enemy,
he would certainly have been more cautious.. At PRATO DI

\ it ""‘MAGNANO, the enemy did not h el a chance to fire a shot

\ §becauae the Company Commander did not know the enemy situ-
iation. He called for artillery smoke on Suspected enemy obe
servation posts when the fog 1lifted, The enemy was combletely
surprised. However, when the Captain was furnished with

false 1n£onmation that Company K was in the village end ex
pected to have most of the "weak" enemy out by daylight, the

Captain was the one that received the surprise and not the

_anemys .
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2+ RECONNAISSANCE AND COMMAND

While the Commander cof Company B was on reconnaissance,
he discovered a perpendicular rock wall on the right of the
road and a deep ravine of the left side, This gap was almost
imposslble for Infantrymen to cross. . The orders for the type -
of deployment issued were likewise impossible after it was
dilscovered thet the enemy, and not Company K, dominated this
ground. At thls point the enemy did not expose himself and
since the Captaln was so close to the village, he continued
on expecting to contact the Commander of Company K within g
short distance, ‘He should have terminated the reconnaisssnce
at the gap because this warranted a change in company orders,
Had the Captain returned to the Company (provided he wasn't
shot in the back by the enemy when he turned) he would not
have been a 1oss to the Battalion within the next three hours.
In either place it is doubtful if Company B could have saved
Company K that day. Likewise the Company K Commander was too
far forward, Both officers should have been to the rear of
their companys in order to commit support units or call for
supporting fires, The only difference here was the fect that

Company K haed no reserves,
Se¢ COMMUNICATIONS

Sumewhere along the line Company K had acquired an addi-
tional radio BOR 300 that was netted in with the-3d Battalion,
This enabled the Commaender of Company B to switech one of them
to the lst Battalion, Company B had only the one radio, for
the Battallon net; which was destroyed by enemy sction, This
left Compeny B withcut oOmmunication with the Battalien and
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~ uido the Company Commander since the company net redio with

him wes also destroyed, In addition to this, one Battalion
did not know what channel the other Battalions operated on
end as a result Company B could not communicate with Company

K prior to personal contact. Company B was over two miles

?‘(distgggg‘straight back) from the Battalion forward observa-

tion post. Wire lines had not followed any unit this far cut
and communication depended on radio, If Company B had pos-
sessed two radlos netted in with Battalion, the Company Com-

mander could have directed his unit through the second radio,

4, THE OBJECTIVE

The village of LIVERGNANO was considered to be one of
the only two gaps that existed in the three mile escarpment,
Company K had entered this gap by the HIGHWAY and was trap-
ped. The Company did not move forward during the night nor

e e

T did 1t move after daybresak, It 18 belisved that one uf the

two Battalions involved or the Regiment knew the situation
of Company K existed prior to Compeny B being committed,
However, Gompeny B was employed into the seme gap end over

the same route where one company wes already stuck, It 1s

B e - A DA N S e W NS ol g Y iy

not believad that other entrances were absolutely 1mpossible""

and the lst Battalion should heve tried a flanking move.
The Commander of Company B, after he was trapped, requested
the Battalion %o inform Cqﬁpany.B to move to the east and
scale the mountein, Ordering Company B to enter by the
HIGHWAY only promoted failure,

5. COMMAND OF COMPANY K
Wichin che Division and even higher echelons, Reglments
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e oo gn@-Bubbelions were continually cutting right or left te
"pinch out" a unit and then employing the third unit on a
flank when the sector was videnéd. Thie was not always a
good polley because the unit belng pinched out was well in-
formed of the situation, thus losing momentum knowing they
were to fall back, This often exposed the flank of the unit
that wes squeezing the other unit out and caused the enemy
resistance to be greater, This, because the enemy did not
have to concentrate on a unit that was no longer aggressive,
In such a case, 1t is believed that it would be better to
let the third unit pass through the unit desired to be pinched
out, That is, provided the unit is not pinned down,.

Such was not the case with the Regimental plan for the
lst Battalion to pinch out the SdrBattalion at LIVERGNANO,
Compeny A was employed protecting the right flank of the
_Regiment., Company K, part of the Battallon being pinched
out, was attached to the lst Battalion -- but Company K was
engaged in combat and pinned down, The command of this unit
was passed during a moving situation and the company was not
informed, When Company K learned of this chenge it was in

... the morning and during a critlcal stage, by then nelther

Battalion wanted to accept the responsibility.

6o THE FAILURE OF FLANK PROTECTION

- No place on record can it be found that after Company I
cut across the HIGHWAY, that during the night the Company
-mmww-«Mmpermibte&wtho«@namthe«wgﬁhﬁranwbhroughwhheirvroad blocke
The next morning when Company I was contacted, the unit was
packed in one house, Company K was in the villege almost

1000 yerds north of Company I and no contact hed been meln-
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_ tained between the two units, It 1s imperative thet thew . ~oooooioo
flanks of any unit be protected at all times to prevent the
enemy from ﬁaking an envelopment, If Compeny I and K head
coordinated their efforts, the ground gained may have been
held, Pérhaps Company I could have prevented a bloody battle
the next dsy had they stcpped the column of enemy during the
night, It is concelveble that the tanks could pass through
the company. In any event it is felt that Company I should
have at least méde an attempt to join flanks with Company K.

7. LACK OF MANEUVER

In any offensive action units must be able to maneuver,
Within the villaege Company K maintained an excellent base of
fire until their smmunition ran out. One reason the battle
was lost was due to the fact nothing was avallable to maneuver,
Had Company B been able to receive the Captains information
to move east and scamle the mountain, the maneuver element
would have been present, The plan might have worked at the
time because when reported, the Captain knew a weak spot
existed. The enemy mortars and artillery could not have

...landed on the Company beceuse the cliff was too steep. The .. .
shells would have burst 1n the valley below., If the maneuver
had been a success, then an attack could have been made from

higher ground.
8, ANTITANK DEFENSE

oAl vhough noy mentioned ln the text, -bubt worthy of thought, -

)

{&j*' is the antitank measures within a rifle company. Defense
was nct mentioned against the six tanks firing point blank
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at the Gomﬁany béaauseknothing was available to stop them,

The 2,36 inch rocket launcher was employed until the ammunition
was expéndod. However, the hits scored merely bounced off of
the heavy ermor like fire-crackers, During the campaign in
ITALY and on many ocoasions, thls weapon aud the vrifle grenade
knocked out many tanks, but the hit hed to be in & certain
spote Fighting in terrain where tanks ceannot close with the
enemy, 1t 1s felt that the front line companies should have a
more powerful entitenk gun or weapon., Such & weapon avallable
on the road block established by Company I could no doubt have
eliminated the tanks during their night withdrawael. Company K
could have used one in LIVERGNANO, If the six tanks had been
knocked out, American armor could have rolled into the village
without any trouble. The streets were not mined and the cra-

ter could have been leveled with an armored bulldozer.

9. CONFIDENCE IN SUBORDINATE COMMANDERS

Two Captains were present in the village and both asked

for permission to withdraw, yet the Battalion Commander de-

drawal, The officers knew the situation from A to Z and felt
certain that it was time to pull out, but remeined because of
their devotion to duty and discipline, They knew the next
higher commander should have been the person to authorilze

such a move, Both knew that a withdrawal would mean certain

n-Boabh-$0-at loast half that attempted the rilisk. This would
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be the price to pay but at least they felt that some of the
"menpower™ would get through and live. to fight another day.
They also knew their cese was hOpeless in LthRGQ@NO and their
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benefit to the Regiment was finished unless tihhey could loose
— greund. ~It would have been better to let the positionwgo;
then come back and teke it again, perhaps from a different
direction or with closer coordination, The decisions and
requests of these leaders were ignored, Then all were over-

powered by the enemy and the entire company loste
LESSONS

1. (a) Information of the enemy should not be given
unless it is true,

(b) Surprise is a vital weapon to the attacker.

2, (a) A reconnaissance should be concluded when
enough information has been gathered to warrant a change
in orders,

(b) Commanders should remain behind the men they
lead in order to commit théir reserves and call for support-
ing fire.

3« Front line companies should have two radios that
will contact the Battalion net.
4, A Company should not be employed in the same place
~and over the segme route where another compeiy-is—alregady — -~ "= oo
stuck,
5 (a) Front line units should not be "pinched-out"
but passed through unless pinned down,

(b) Units engeged in combat should remain under
command of their parent unit until the action is completed,
"8, The flanks of a leading unit must be protected at

all times.
7 The best mesns of teking an objective is "Fire

and Maneuver".
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8o Attacking front line units need a powerful sntitank

wegpon of thelr own,

9. Decisions and requests of subordinate leaders should
not be ignored,
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