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THETHITHAI CAPTURE OPOF COMMANDINGOOJOlUDIIG OFFICEROFFIOER , COMPCOMPANYY B , 3618T361ST3618T-
IIP

361ST-
INFANTA

3618TI-
NFANTRYIIPIIINFANTAINFANT1'RI1RI' ANDAID SURRENDERSURRIIDIBSCURRIED OFor COMPANYCOJIPBOJIBWA!' KJ[, 561ST3618T361ST IIFAXTRYINFANTRYIIFAXTRY-

(91ST
INFANTR-

Y(91ST
INFANTR-

Y(918T
INFANTR-

Y918T(91ST91ST( INFANTRYIIPD'fRYIIPDfRY' DIVISIONDIVISIOI ) INII THETJlB SAmBATTLEBATTLEOFBATTLEBATTLE. OPOF LIVERGIBOLIVERONANOLIVERLIVERYMANLIVERGNAN-
O,9-10

LIVERGN-
ANO,9

LIVERGN-
ANO9 1-0 ,
9910-1010.10.- '

OCTOBEROCOBIR! 1944N-

ORTH
1819441944N-

ORTH
44-

IORTH( IORTHNORTHBIRTH APTOBUBSUDlDI8AP1U11SSCAPTIOUS 0101)0101CAMPAIGN)0101)P-
erlonal

CAMPAIG-
NPersonal

Campa-
igners

.,.& )
( PerlonalPersonal ExperiExpertExperienceer1.acer1acensJens. a. ofot fta. CompCompanyOampaarCompareany CommanderOGBBaDderCcmmander )

ORIBNTATIOII-

NTRODUCTION

ORIENTATIO-

NThis

Orientat-

ion

ORIENTATIONORIBNTATIOIORIENTATION-

INTRODUCTION

ORIEN-

TATIONINTRODUCTION-

ORIENTATION

INTROD-

UCTION

INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTIONThisIntroduction
This monograph covers the capture ofot the Commander otofot-

Company

O-

ttoman

of-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offmanCompany B and the . surrender of Company KXR , 361st Intant17InfantryInfantry,-

91st

Infantry-
91st ' ,

91st Infantry DivisionD1v1s1on , In the battle fortortore LIVERGNANOLIVERGHANOLIVERYMANLIVER , ITALYITAL-

Y,9-10

ITA-
LY,9

ITA-
LY9

1-0
,

9 - 10 October 1944 , during the drive . toward the PO VALLEY .

The action occurred behind the GOTHIC LINE In a place thethe-

Germans

ste-

ersman

the-

Germans

ste-

ersman

the-

Germans

ste-

ersmanGermans called the CAESAR LINE .,

A brief background of history follows giving the majormajor-

events

maj-
orette

major-

events

maj-
oretteevents that led to the scene of action , in order that thethe-

reader

the-

reafter

the-

"reader

the-

reader

the-

reafter
. . . . . ' . " . ._" _ .vv. .. . _ , . . . . . . .

.
. . . . . OIMODIUM '_'" . . . . , :. p .. .. . , . - . .. . - , . ..-. .. . . . , . . - . - .

,. . . . . . . . ,

reader may be familiarfamiliar with the theater andend front line of-

the

of-

ten

orofor-

the

N-

orth

of-

the

of-

tenthe United States Armyy at the ttimee .

The invasion of the Italian mainland began on 3 SeptemberSeptember-

19451943 , by the British Eighth Army landing the major portion ofof-

tts
lo-

fts

of-

tts
lo-

fts

of-

its
fi-

tsttstats force at REGGIOREGGIE on the soutbwrsternsouth.aternsouthaternsouthtwrsternsouthwesternsoutheastern,. tip of the peninsUlapeninsula.-

CU

peninsula-

CU

peninsu-

la
.,

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

L.(.11..1eU.) " ,. (!-ee!-eeeeMapedema: .-MapMap49.p49p-!. . . AAThiKathieJ) . ..-Thi-Thi.This-.ThisThaiThis-..Th1Th1..Thiser&tiThipe2t&tioa"jyr'&- '?)pe2t&tioa"jyrpe2ttioajyrer&tiertierotic&t1t1&t1n& -n-n-nl"ee"9den' "- ' ereed6pdl"ee"9delee9dercrredeurecurredz" " " twtinrtiro mainmaim ' " All1AilihdAilihdrPallidAlll'ed"-

attack

Allled-

attack
'' a-aa-

attaok

a-

ttack

"- r'" -

attaokattack of the Fifth ArmyjrmyJeremy by six days . Thus on 9 SeptemberSeptember-

the

Septem-
ber

,

th.ethe.. beaches of SALERNOS ERNOERNE were invaded .

Hard and continuous fighting brought the two Armies to-toto-

U

th-

ou

to-

around

bo-

arhound

toto-

gether

¬-

' getherether ' UaroundUftdTufted " thetbetube end. ot'SeptotSeptoutsetof " SeptemberSeptembers' mberamber
'. 'The'lfhelfhelife joining ofotthesethese .forcesforcesforces-

meant

force-

meat

.forces-

meant

force-

meat

'

meant the beginningbeslDDlngbefuddling of a co-ordinatedcoordinatedordinate- advance to the north .

AfterAlter
'

thethe. PORT of NAPLES felltell and during the slow butbut-

Itead7

but-

steady

bu-

tted
but-

steady

bu-

ttedItead7steady advance to the north , the Allies encountered the GUSTAVGUSTGUSTA-

VLllE

GUSTAV-

LINE

GLUTA-

MINE

QUSTAV-

LIMELllELINELyle . In an efforte.ffort. to flank this line fromframframe the sea , two d1-
viurA2

divi-

p

di-
v

divi-divid1vi-d1vidivdivi-

(1)

--.

u-r-A-2urA2-(1)1( ) 1 8 !56 . . . . ... . , .. . ...... . . . . , ., . . . ., . . . . .. .. . . ... . . . -

, . .

-
.
, . pp .

.
. ,
. .. . _ . ... . . w'a.fa.faf' . .", . . .. ' .44. . . .. ' . . ,' . M. .. -' ." ,. I4.' 4-44.4'4.-_ .. . . - .- .4'4.4444' rM- -r ,44. w. YM a1NYM'ra1NYMr ' F'N1FN1.' -# - yM-'YIYI' I" V 'Yaa.MYaaMYaM' ''- '

: :
. .'" . .' ..." .. .- ,;. . . . . , .

. . " ,. ..- . ...-"',._ . "tItI" _ _ _ . _ l7 -. . .

.44.> r

-
. . . . . . .._ . .-... 'r.rr.rrr'., , . .. ._..... .,; w. . . .nono. . ' . ,

_.. ..,"1. _. ..-,
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Y

".-; . ' '" .YY. .
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sions

V-

isions

I

. i.i.I,. . . .- . .. . . .-. .. . -.I.I,-. ..,. . . " .. . . . . . .,. . . . . ' . . , . . .- ... . - . . . . . . . . . . ,
II-

sions

V-

isionssionsscions made a landingland1ns in ththe. ANZIO-NETTUNOANZIONETTUNOANZIO.NBTTUNOANZIONBTTUNOANSINEPTUNEZIO-JBZIOJBZION-.) TtJ1tO area on 22 JJanuaryJanuary-

1944

anual'JanualJannual'1944 ,. (2)2( ) . It vasW&IWIwas& notDot until 25 MayMaJMa that this toreforce. and thothouthosethose-

advancing

those-

advancing

..
advanc1nsadvancing from the south madel1&del1de& contactcontaot *.,

The 91stSlIt Infantry DivisionD1vi.1onD1vi1on. had been training in BORTHNORTHBOTHBORTH-

AFRICA

BOTA-

NICAL

NORTH-

AFRICA

NORT-

HWARD

NORTH-

AFRICA

NORT-

HWARDAFRICA .. The 561st36l8t361st R.gRgRegimental. entaldental Combat Team (part ofot the DiviDlviDivi-DivLeviDivi-

sion

Divi-

sion

¬.-
sionscion ) had been detachedsdetachesdetachedssentdetacheddetached , sent to NAPLES and on 1 June 19441944-

landed

,

landed at ANZIOANSI ,. For two daysd&Y8dY8. & the RCTROTCRT was attached to ., thethe-

36th

the-

36th

the-

56th36th Infantry Division , then to the 54th34th Infantry DivisionDivisionR-

OME

Divis-
ion

,.

ROME felltell on 4 June and the 561st361st continued to fight withwith-

the

withh-

eld

with-

the

withh-

eld

with-

the

withh-

eldthe 54th34th InfantryIntantry DivisionD1v191on and the 1stlot Armoredoredbored Division untiluntil-

the

unstil-

ted

until-

the

unstil-

ted

until-

the

unstil-

tedthe Allied ForcesForoesForgoes reached the ARNOARNE RIVER . In the meantime ,

the remainder of the 91st9lst Division arrived in ITALY ,. After a-

brief

b-

rief
a.*brief waiting period on the south banks of the ARNOARNEO , the-

attack

hea-

rtache

the-

attack

hea-

rtache

thethe-

attack

hea-

rtacheattack across the river and to the north was resumed ,. A fewfew-

weeks

pe-

wees

few-

weeks

pe-

wees

few-

weeks

pe-

weesweeks prior to arr1arrivingv1ng on the .ARNO.ARNOARNE
. _the

. .561st361st, ;
, .

.
8CTRC.TRCTCRTRC

.. . hactacthad re---rereKr-

wwMin
re" :-"_-h- . asa-

sEarly

e-

asterly

. '
. " ' _ _ A ' "

_
_ . ._._.__ w "_ .-. _ /

.. ._ _. w-A.A/r.AawAAr.AawA.AAAr.AarAaragawA.Ar-

.Aajoined

.-KrwwMinKremlin_. . . . _ . . ,_" . . . . . . . _.:.:; ' ' ' '- <

joineddd-

unit

u-

nit
the 91st Infantry Division to fight with its parentparent-

unit

par-
ent

parent-

unit

par-
entunit ,.

Early in September 1944 , the Fifth Army crossed the &RNORNOARNORENOARNE&RN-

Oto

ARN-

Oto

Marm-

ot

&ARN-

Oto

Marm-

otto continue the attack to the north . The 91stgist Division waswas-

in

wash-

ing

was-

in

wash-

ing

was-

in

wash-

ingin the section north of FLORENCE whewhenwheree HIGHWAY 65 runs gen-

&rdlyo

gengen-

BOLOGNA

ge-

mology
gen-gengen-

trrally

gen-

erally

-
. . . . . . . . . - . . .

. . . . " -"
" . . . . . . _ . . . &trrally&r-dlyo&rrdlyorurallydally- ' nortfa"ornortfaor"north-Oil"northnorthOilmortar*" '"- ' 'BOLOGNABOLOGNA1S0LOUN.":' ,. " Iowa'sIowasIt-wasItwasIowansIt-was' "not-"notnot"nottoo" nott"tottoto"- "'- too

t- oo'too Yar"from"FLORENC-

Ethai

YarfromFLORENCE-

thai

tfarr.r.r.om-.Firrrom.Fir.r.r.omrrrom.FiFir from FLORENCEFLORENC-

Ethat

Flore-
nce

RERECRC-CC

that; the troops encountered the enemy'senemysenemy' most toformidableidablebiddable de-dede-

fensive

de-

fensive

dede-

fensive

¬-

fensivefestive positions In ITALY ,. This was the GOTHIC LINE , (-SeeSee-

Map

Se-

emMapa BS ) a line that took thousands ofot men more than a year7ear toto-

construct

to-

construct
.. . . . . . - . ' . . .

. coconstructstrstarstrottroto-tot- '.," '(5)5(3)3('( 3)3) HoweverHowever , in twelve daysdq8 the Division orackedcrackedrackedcracked-

the

crack-

ed

cracked-

the

crack-

ed
. .

the defensesdetenses ofot the mainma1n line , captured FUTAFUT PASS in order toto-

push

o-

pus
to-

push

o-

pus
to-

push

o-

puspush onon
-

towardward BOLOGNA-

w

BOLOGN-

A

BOLOGNA ,.

t2Jt2J3T2)T2[& ) J -33-8 , aeeSecaleeea ,. yVV
(3)1(5)5(3)3( ) .&A-lAlAwl-11- , p ,. 92-

a
92

a* During thisth1s halt , units were pulled from the Italian-
Theater

Ital-ian Italian-
Theater

Ital-ian ItalianItalian-
Theater

Ital-ianTheater in order to make a successfulIucoe.ltulIucoeltul. invasion of-
Frans

cof-

ferdams
ofot

. , . . . . ..aoutharnSouthern,OU thUD PIFransFansFrance' aDOaDO-
1

e. ,. .. . . , .
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!Too thosethoae that participated It wawaawasWada. only "AA" 11tetlifetime. otofot-

mud

ob-

tund

of-

mud

to-

fu
of-

mud

to-

fumud , rain, sweatI.tIt... , trainstrain.tt. a1D, fearf.arfar. , oourourcourage.. , and pr-rersqnprrersqnrearsprayers- , " (4)4(4)-

Th

(4)-

The

(4)-

The

4T-

he
( )

ThThe. GermansGeralDlGeralD olddid notDot intend fortortore .taerioanAmericantertian_r1oan troopatt'OOplttOOpltroopstrooptool:' to break thisthis-

line

hip-

line

this-

line

hip-

line

this-

line

hip-

lineline beoaubeaubecause.. it .aa.was. their laatl.tltlastlat.. natural barrier ofor detensedefensedetense-

south

defe-
nses

defense-

south

defe-
nses

defense-

south

defe-
nsessouth ofot the PO VALLEY.,VALLEY ., , So againstagain8t the defensivedetensive firetire planplan-

made

pla-
nate

,

made doubly hazardous by' rain and fogtog , and the dete1'1llinat1ondete11llinat1ondeterminationdetermination-

of

dete1'1llinat1on-

of

determinati-
on 'of the enemy , the 91st Infantry Division at this timettmetm waswas-

about

wal-

kabout

was-

about

wal-

kabout

was-

about

wal-

kaboutabout threethree-fourthsthreefourths-.fourths of the8.1the -way-8.18.1. toward BOLOGNA from.FLORENCEfromFLORENCEfrom.FLORENCE-

and

fromtromtromp .FLORENCEFLORENCE. .FLORENC-

Eand

Floren-
ce

FLORENC-

Eand

Floren-
ceand at the approach of the second winter in ITALY ,.

THE GENERALGINERAL SITUATIO-

NDuring

Situa-

tion

SITUATIO-

NDuring

Situa-

tion

SITUATIONSITUATIO-

NDuring

Situa-

tionDuring the drive too the north toward BOLOGNA after thetheG-

OTHIC

the-

matic

theA-

s

teA-

s

theG-

OTHIC

the-

maticGOTHIC and MONGHIDORO .LINES1INES, were cracked , the campaignoampaign forfor-

October

foo-

tlocker

for-

October

foo-

tlocker

for-

October

foo-

tlockerOctober was divided into three phases . The GaGermansansHans had fallenfallen-

back

fall-
en

fallen-

back

fall-
en

fallen-

back

fall-
enback and established the LOIANOLOZANO LINE which was to be the first... . . . . . 11. \11\_ _.- .

. . . .. , . . . .. . ' 4-

o-d
4-od "'' rc. ' .11"' 1

. , . . . - - - . w-" 'haSyWTne1'1a.1tt"t11a.1ttt11a1ttthastate.." e -"attackattack" tt "kk" ,.- '
" +418

'
( SeSeiapSepiaSee!! !

.pawpaw-iapiapap-
m81

p
!
w" 'bb' 'll' ". " ThTheThe

w e"
secondsecond; -; phase was the-

approach

he-

atproof

the-

generally

te-

enier

thethe-

approach

he-

atproofapproach to the LIVERGNANOLlVERGNANOLIVERYMANAllergen escarpment aridand finally the securingsecuring-

of

securin-
gof this line ,.

The NORTHERN APENNINEAPEHNINEADENINE MOUNTAINS stretched through the areaarea-

of

are-

a
area-

of

are-

a
area-

of

are-

aof the Fifth ArmyArray ,. TheThsThis terrain itself , where no roads existedexisted-

was

exist-
ed

,
.. _ . ..hh. ' . . . . . .

. . " . . . _r.rrr. '_ ' . " . , "IiIi"!
. ,.. JtlJ.1UtftJtlJ1Utft1 . QafeJLMpoaAiJblSi. t.t.anpotanpotampon, . .1.mpo.Lca.1'bl"e1mpoLca.1ble1mpoLca1ble. . . 4...bb.'?", (a.tcatc,.. . . ,to.toctock.' esovAttraersovarsolvateracersl.OHlOHloch' . es< -ovAttovAttovate- QV'6ft--l-f-1i1E11"9QV'6ftQV6ftlf1i1E11"91i1E119' -l- ' ,.harharchar. &"](Tg-Tgfcc8Kiee'nhoenemyfcc8KieenhoenemyTgfcc8Kiee'nhoenemy"' - 'fars'-' "oaVoaVSoave" 'oeeioeeiogee' () ' i'' holt)'' " eenemy'

Dj ;, " N" '

let alone the prepared defenses . The vast mountain region be-bebe-

gins

be-

gins

bebe-

gins

¬-

gins in the northwestnorthwe8t ( south ofot GENOA ) and extends to thethe-

southeast

he-

notheistic

the-

southeast

he-

notheistic

the-

southeast

he-

notheisticsoutheast like a huge backbone across the peninsula .
.
DeepDeep-

valleysL

Dec-

eivable

Dee-

pvalley

Dec-

eivable

Dee-

pvalleyspurscaad. vall.yvallyvalleyvalleysL--valleysLvalleysvalleysLspursvalleys. , --spurs-caadspurscaadcad-- spurs .andand-. ..andbrokenandrogen" broken-broken- .ridges.ridge8ridge8 have'have' been tormedstormedformed by the eroderod-Heroderod-

ing

erod-

ing

erod-

ing

¬-

ingKing effectettectdetect ofor mountainmount&1nmount1n& streams . The majoritymajor1tJ ofot these runrun-

general17

run-

GOTHIC

r-

ung

run-

generally

ung-

enerouslygeneral17generally northeastnorthealt and southwest ,. (5)5( ) The average crestcrest-

elevation

rese-

rvation
crest-

elevation

rese-

rvation
crest-

elevation

rese-

rvationelevation is18 5,00050003,0003000, to 4,0004000, feetteetteeth . In order to visualizev1sualize the-

hugenesl

the-

hugeness

tho-

roughness

thethe-

hugeness

tho-

roughnesshugenesshugenesl , thesthesethese. heights start at around,300around300around 300.300., feetteetteeth on the south
(4)4m(4)4(( )) A-lAlA-10A10A>-1 , pep ,., 92AQEW92

A

'
.

(5)5( ) A-4A4- ,,_, p ,. 4:411-
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aide

a-

ideaideside ofat the broad , fertiletertile PO VALLEYVALLBYALLY ,. TTherel'. ia18is a contlconstcontinuouscontinuou-

srise

continu-
ous

continuou-

sriae

continu-
ous

uoulfouluoul-

r1.er1.er1erise. southly8outhl7south3.ysouth3ystoutly. andaDd someeaaesomieease peaicapeakpeakspeace. reaohreach 6,0006000, to 7,0007000, feetteetteeth *.

Pall rainsra1ns begin in September in ITALY ; smallentail IItreNitreettesmsesteemsettesms-

become

streams-

become

strea-
mbed

._

become torrents and intermittent 8trstreamsstroanms8m . become small riversrivers-

The

rive-
rs

,.

The cloudyolou47 dayadQ'ldQldaysdaydl' , mist andend fogtog make observation almost im-imim-

possible

im-

-possible
i-m
po-

ssible
imim-

possible

¬--
'-

come8
c-

ome8
'-

come8mud
'possible the majority ofot the time . Along with all this comescomes-

mud

com-

es
comes-

mud

com-

esmud - - the mud that makes lifeliteelite and walkingwalkinswelkins so80 misermiserablemiser&blemiserble&bleable torfortoretor-

the

to-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rtethe Infantryman - - madmud that will not permit tanks to operateoperate-

when

oper-
ate

operate-

when

oper-
ate

operate-

when

oper-
atewhen and where the InfantrymanInfantrymen needsneed8 them ,.

The Fifth Armyy was attacking with two Corps abreast ?; thethe-

II

Hei-

di

the-

II

Hei-

di

the-

II

Hei-

diII Corps on the right astride HIGHWAY 65 and IV Corps on thethe-

leftj
he-

lmet

the-

left

hel-

met

the-

left

hel-

metleftjleftleft ; the main effort being conducted by the II Corps , toto-

which

t-
witch

to-

which

t-
witch

to-

which

t-
witchwhich the 91st9lst Infantry Division was assigned . HIGHWAY 6565-

was

65-

was

65-

waswas Included in the 91st Division sector andanrlCarl since ' thishis roadroad-

was

road-

ways

road-

was

road-

ways

road-

was

road-

ways the main route from FLORENCE to BOLOGNA it was the mostmost-
Y

mos-
t

mos-

theavily

M-
oshe

Y M W . . M.--wrr-n.vawrrn.vawrrn.vanvaMwrrn.vawarnrrnova. _- .-was__ - . _
+ r. w. .. .ftft. w . . ._ . ._ . . . . .__ . _ . . ar.aw.naraw.narawndrawnSaran_. ,._. . , ce ' vwrlr/vwrlrwarblervwrlrwMYwr., / wMYwr

. _ .
..rr. .

.
ww . . .

..
. ..

. _.w.nw.nwn. . '.. . .
,
.rr. . '. .

.. . '
.", .. .

.
.
. .

_ .
.

. . . _ _ .: -:: .::..: : : :':':.-: : :::-: : : : ': : : :" ': -; .-:-: :- ":' ' : ':
heavily defended ,. ( See Map B ) xheThehehe II Corps advance hadhad-

bulged

ad-

ulated

had-

bulged

ad-

ulated

had-

bulged

ad-

ulatedbulged the Allied line out like a spearhead . Since progressprogress.-

as

progre-

ss

progress-

was

progres-

ses

progress-

was

progres-

ses.asaswas. being made , the 91stgist Division ( and flanking units ) waswa-

sordered

ab-

sorber

wa-

sordered

ab-

sorber

wa-

sordered

ab-

sorberordered to push the attack along the highway in its zone andand-

had

hand-

held

and-

had

hand-

held

and-

had

hand-

heldhad made contact with the LOIANOLOZANO LINE . The 562d362d InfantryInfantry-

cleared
Infa-

ntry
Infantry-

cleared
Infa-

ntry
. . . . . .- - . " .- . , . " ., . . - - . . .-" " . .- . ... . .. . , . . . . . - .. . . .. . . . . . . . .. . , -- . . . . . . . .. . . .oo. .",. .

clcleared( aredJared the village ofot LOIANOLOZANO by savage house to house fightfight-fight-

ing

fight-

ing

fight-

ing

¬-

ingKing . The 361st Infantry was to passpaespaces through elements of thethe-

362d

the-

362d

the-

362d362d Infantry ( right zone ) and attack initially with one Bat-BatBa-

ttalion

Ba-

ttalion

BatBa-

ttalion

-¬-
taliontalon on the right of the Division sector . The 563d363d InfantryInfantry'c-

o

Infantry-

continued
Infa-

ntry
Infantry-

continued
Infa-

ntry'-

co
c-

o
'

continuedt1nu8d ;onnnthethethethe leftleft . '
HHoweverweverweaver , thetie 362d wouldmould ccontinuent1nue thetriothe-

attack

hea-

rtache

trio-

attack

ri-
cotta

tne-

attack

n-

eat '

attack to the north, gr&dual11'mov1n-
g

grdual11mov1n-
g

gradually& moving weatwestsweat to pinch out the-

363d

the-

363d

thethe-

363d363d InfantryIntant1'1Intant11' . (6)-

Tbe

(6)-

The

(6)6(6)-

The

( )

TheTbeTube .mainm.ain highwayh1ghwlQ' offeredoftered an excellent supply route thoughthough-

otten

thou-

ght
though-

often

throu-

ghout

though-

often

throu-

ghoutottenoftengotten under enemy observation and consisted ofot many dangero-

usi

dangerousrier-

Mflw

danger-
ous

dangerous
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curvescurve. while winding up and down the rangesrange. . SupplySupp17 was."8 onl-
ydiffleult

onlonlyonlyonl-
ydifficult

,.
41tt1oultdifficult when unitaunitsunitunit. were..1'e.1e1e.' greatIr.tIrtDirt.. diatanoead1.tanoed1tanoedistancesdittanies. . fromtromtromp thiathisthai route-

Although

route ,.

Although trailatrailtrails. existed theythe, .were.ereere oftenottengotten too muddymuddrudder to withwith-with-

stand

with-

stand

¬-.
stand vehicle traffictratti'ctratticstatic' , but logistical108.1.t1o&11081.t1o11081t1o1. . & support was'Was' considere-
dsufticient

consi-
dered

considere-
dsufficient

consi-
dered

consideredconsidere-
dsufficient

consi-
deredsufficientsufticient . On the rightightbight ofot the road just north ofot LOIANOLOIAlOLOZANOLaicalLOIANO-

was

Gloxin-

ias
.

J , ".was.ss. a dominating peak , M4TIAMT .. BA3TIABASTIAASIA ,, and on the left at a great-

err

greaterr.-

0rr

great-

er

greatergreater-

distance
geri-

atrist
:

"

.
.

r' " '

distance westweatsweat was MT
4ftWAU- ,.

w.ru.rwru.rwrurruralRuhr, . J.
VENBREVENIREVENEREVENEER
.'". ,. EnemyBnemyBeamy positions on this groundground-

as

groun-

ds

,

as on the other strongly prepared lineslinealineal , were prepared by-

forced

b-

efore
byby-

forced

b-

efore
by-

forced

b-

eforeforced Italian labor ,.

The flanks of LOIANOLOIAlOLOZANOLaical broke while all three regiments otofot-

the

ot-

her

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe 91st Division were on line . (7)7( ) By the ondandbond of the dayday-

of

da-
y

day-

of

da-
y

day-

of

da-
yof 6 October 1944 , the 362d Infantry had completed its part of-

the

of-

ten

otofot-

the

ot-

her

of-

the

of-

tenthe mission by cutting out the .363d363d. Infantry and taking overover-

the

overth-

rew

over-

the

overth-

rew

over-

the

overth-

rewthe left .- half of the Division sector . The 363d Infantry thenthen-

passed

hem-

pseed

then-

passed

hem-

pseed

then-

passed

hem-

pseedpassed to Division reserve . Beyond this point
. . . .-

the
t- he.the

.
_33Q2n-n§. _ .

fl4tOr. . . .-. .

_totovtv. \,. v. ". . - ' , . - , .' .. . .
.
-_ ."

.
-

, ,. , . , . . _ . . '
'

, .
.

. . . ,. :: n-

geth
n-

ugget" gethgetg&thergthergather& 'rr' wiwithth
.' the '

361st36lt361st: , Infantry onbn
' trietribe right would , continue onon-

to

on-

to

onto'LlVE-

RGNANO

ontoLlVE-

RGNANO

contr-

oller
'

to LIVERGNANOLIVERYMAN .

HITLER'SHITLERSHITLER' favorite troops , the 4th Parachute Division-

along

Divisi-
onal

Division ,

along with . the 362d Grenadier Division were defending the-

sector

thr-

eescore

thethe-

sector

thr-

eescore

the-

sector

thr-

eescoresector in front of the 91st Division ,. However1iowever ,
,.

these
.. unitsunits-

were

unans-

wered

1
.! ,__ . . . . _ 0' - ' . "

.

. . . . , . . .. . . , .. . .. . , . , - " - _ '- '

. , . . ' "' - - -
. . . . . . . -

. . . . . . .
. . . '. . . . . . _.. . n '. . .. - - - -

r.ftrftraft " .- -' ' wwerer inaGinain .aaa ccriticalritical condition ,. (8)8( ) The Germans had been un-unun-

able

un-

able

unun-

able

¬-

able to disengagedlsehgage these units but were succeeding in increasing-

their
increas-

ing
increasingincreasing-

their
increas-

ing
increasing-

their
increas-

ingtheir strength along this sector . The whole 65th Grenadier DlviDivi-DiviLeviDivDivi-

sion

Divi-

sion

Dlvi-

sion

Divi-

sion

-<

sionscion was shifted fromtromtromp in rfrontont ofot the IV Corps Zone to take overover'-

fLs.trldit

over'-

pie

ove-

rastride

ove-

rstrike
,"

'fLs.trlditfLs.trlditfLstrlditfluster'piepie' .tridestride HIGHWAY"HIGHWAY"- 6665 ,.

The 91st9Ist Division had sufferedsuftered over 300 battle casualties-

and

casualti-
es

cAsualtiescAsualties-

and

casualti-
es

casualties-

and

casualti-
esand almost an equal number ofot non-battlenonbattle- casualties . General1GenerallyGenerally-

the

Genera-
lly

,. ,

the combat efficiencyetticiencyreticence ofor the enemy was excellent and better than-

T'fJ

than.r-

.v.rsw

thanthan-

T

tha-

TT'fJTfJ'T'fJ4'T( ? ) A-4A41-11p-44- , p . m1164-
(8)
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the AmericanAmer1can unit consideringcons1dering that a comparativelycamparat1vel1 fresh DiviD1v1MDivD1v1-

Msion

Divi-

sion

¬..

sionscion had taken over the sector and once again held the command-commandcomman-

ding

command-

.ing

comman-

ding

-..
,

I'
.

' ingKing terraint.rraintrraintrain. , but the AmericansJaer1caDI were.ereere. considered equal to tnethetinetne-

talk

net-

ball

the-

task

th-
etas

the-

taak

th-

etatalktask .

THE REGIMENTALREGIMENTjLRegiment SITUATION-

The

Situati-

on

SITUATION-

The

Situati-

on

SITUATIONSITUATION-

She

Situatio-

nsSheThe 561st361st Infantry was making the main attack on thetheL-

IVERONANO

theL-

IVERONANO

theL-

IVERONANOLIVERONANOLIVERYMAN escarpment , a natural line ofot defense which was-

the

wa-

ste

waswas-

the

wa-

ste

was-

the

wa-

stethe most toformidable1dable north of the GOTHIC LINE . (9)9( ) The 1st1st-

Battalion

1st-

Battalion

1st-

BattalionBattalion was.asas. on the right and 3d Battalion on the left . AdA-

dvance

Ad-AdA-

dvance

¬.-
vance was slow fortortore the first two days because of deep , muddymudd-

yravines

mid-
brains

mudd-

yravines

mid-
brains

mudd-

yravines

mid-
brainsravines running eastward Into ZENAZEN RIVER and also enemy delaydelay-delay-

ing

delay-

ing

delay-

ing

-¬-
ingKing positions were strong around the mountain villages . TheTh-

eattacking

He-

mstitching

Th-

eattacking

He-

mstitching

Th-

eattacking

He-

mstitchingattacking battalions moved rapidly on 8 October since enem-

yobservation

enemyenem-

yobservation

enem-

yobservationobservation was restricted by mist and fogrogfrog . The 3d BattalionBattalion-

made

Battali-
on

Battalioni-

.ade

Battali-
on

Battalion-

made

Battali-
on . . . . . . . , . .
madei.adeiadeaide. a wide sweep east o-'ro-rof' HIGil\HIGilRIGi1ShingleHIGil65HIGITCU\ ' (' ".

65CAS5 , fchenthenchen' cut acr\1T'ltacr1T'lt1TltacreacrWaracrt9'gTacrt9gTAccra\!' " ' 111;"*" atat-

LA

at-

las

at-

LA

at-

las

- " --

LA FORTUNArORTUNArotunda deep behind enemy lines as the 1st Battalion waswa-

sstopped

wa-

stepaper

wa-

sstopped

wa-

stepaper

wa-

sstopped

wa-

stepaper

. .
.

stopped by thehe baseba.e . soff a hughuge escarpment'escarpment'" . ( See MaMap C ) TheThe-

Regimental

T-
herein

The-

Regimental

T-
herein

The-

Regimental

T-
hereinRegimental plan was to have the 1st Battalion cut northwestnorthwest-

attacking
north-

west
northwest-

attacking
north-

west
northwest-

attacking
north-

westattacking through the gap in the mountains ( where the highwayhighwa-

yenters

highwa-

ymen
highwa-

yenters

highwa-

ymen
. " . , . . , . . . - - . . . . ' .- . _ _ .,. - . ' . " - " . . - - . . ., -_ . . . . .- . . .. . . . -_ . , . . .. . . . . . . -. . . . . . , . . . . . , ... . . . . . . . . " - . . . . . . . .,. . .... . . . ... .

enters LIVERQNAKOLIVERGNANOLIVERLIVERYMAN ) to pinchpinohpiano out the 3d Battalion . The 2d2d-

Battalion

2d-

Battalion

2d-

BattalionBattalion would be employedemplo1ed in the other break one and a halthalfhalt-

miles

half-

times

half-

miles

half-

times

half-

miles

half-

timesmiles east just above the village ofot BIGALLOABIGAIL . These were the-

only

tho-

rnily

thethe-

onll

th-

en
the-

only

tho-

rnilyonllonlyMoll two breaks that occuroocur within the sheer rock wall whichwhich-

the

whi-

ch

which-

the

whi-

ch

which-

the

whi-

chthe Regiment now facedtacedtacked . It was nearly 1,5001500, feetteetteeth high in-

places

tin-

plates

inin-

places

tin-

plates

in-

places

tin-

platesplaces and over three miles long *.

The flanks ofot the RegimentRegtment were wide open . The 85th DiviDivDivi-

sion

Divi-DiviDivDivi-

sion

Divi-

sion

¬-

sionscion on the right boundary was a considerable distancedistanoe behindbehind-

and

behindh-

and

behind-

and

behindh-

and

behind-

and

behindh-

andand Company A waswalwail employed on this flank fortortore ( Regimental and
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Division ) protection leavingleav1ns an attacking battalion with nono-

relerve

un-

relieved

no-

reserve

un-

reserved

no-

reserve

un-

reservedrelervereserverelieve . In viview.. ofot tb1Mthivhivthithin facttaottarot , the planplaaplaya .was.11. to attachattaoh Com-ComCom-

pan1

Com-

pany

ComCom-

pany

¬-

panypan1panky KX to the latletlot Battalion and when the 3d Battalion waswas-

pinched

au-

spice
.was-

pinched

au-

spice
..

pinched out., Company A would be attached to the 3d Battalion ,.

THBTHETB BATTALION SITUATIONSITUATION-

The

Situati-

on

SITUATION-

The

Situati-

on

SITUATION-

The

Situati-

onThe 1st Battalion was operating on the right of HIGHWAYHIGHWAY-

6565 where weather and terrain were the principal delayingdelaying-

tactors
dela-

ying
delaying-

factors
dela-

ying
delaying-

factors
dela-

yingtactorsfactorstractors . (10)10( ) Company A had been employed on the right flankflank-

of

flan-

k
flank-

of

flan-

k
flank-

of

flan-

kof' the battalion whichwhioh was the Regimental boundary . Company-

B

Compan-

y

Company

B and C continued in the attackatltack and were engaged in a stiff-

fire
stitfstiffstiff-

fire
'

fire fight at TREBBOTRUEBORN ,. ( See Map C ) Tanks were supporting thethe-

attack

hea-

rtache

the-

attack

hea-

rtache

the-

attack

hea-

rtacheattack by fire alone since the recent rains had caused so muchmuch-

mud

mu-

ch
much-

mud

mu-

ch
much-

mud

mu-

chmud they could not operate in the battalion zone . With thisthis-

effective

this-

effective

this-

effectiveeffective fire in1n addition to artillery support , TREBBOTRUEBORN wa-

scleared

va-

scular
waswa-

scl

w-
as

wa-

scleared

va-

scularclclfQrcalfclearedfQrfar d ,. " MghtEightMight prisoners were taken and the remainder of the-

garrison

th-

eatrics
thethe-

garrison

th-

eatrics
the-

garrison

th-

eatricsgarrison killed ,. (11)11( ) In an effort to cutout off a village toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe south ., Company C proceeded immediatelyediatelysedately to VALLEVALE ,. In oneone-

of

ne-

o
one-

of

ne-

o
one-

of

ne-

oof these villagesvillagespresumablyvillages, ( presumably TREBBOTRUEBORN ) (12)12( ) the BattalionBattalionC-

ommander

Batt-
alion

Battalion-

Co

Battalio-

n
BattalionC-

ommander

Batt-
alionCommanderCo antler contacted the Commander of' Company B and pointed-

out

point-
ed

pointedpointed-

out

point-
ed

pointed-

out

point-
ed

. -

out a locationlooation on the map ,. ( Also seen on the ground fromtromtromp the-

observation

ten-

derization

thethe-

observation

ten-

derizationbservationobservation postpoatoat ,. ) Company B Commander then received an order-

to

ord-
er

orderorder-

to

ord-
er

order-

to

ord-
er. \toto\

fo"

1 to move his company to the position . The place was known asas-

LE

Ba-

sle

as-

LE

Ba-

sle
tt-

f 110E
. . ,! .

f t \
. LE CRETE and at the base ofot the escarpment over a mile andd aa-

halt

a-

ha
a-

half

a-

ha
a-

half

a-

hahalthalf forwardtorwardtoward fromtromtromp the fronttronttrot line . This was about all of thethe-

information

ten-

derization

the-

information

ten-

derization
.

informatioDinformation given to CompanyCompan7 B , except to move out ImmediatelyC-

ompany

Immedi-
ately

immediatelyed1ately ,.

CampaDlCompanyCamped B Commanding OfficerOtticerDottier contacted the Commander ofot ComCom-

pany

Cam-CamCom-ComCam-

PaaJ

Ca-

mp
Com-

pany

¬-

panyPaaJpankyPara C but foundround that he (0)0( C ) had received no further ordersorder. ,.
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Then contactt waawalwasWadawail made with the ArtilleryArt111e1'1Art111e11' LlalaonLiai.onLiaionLiaisonLapland. OtticerOfficerDottierOtticer-

in
Dotti-

er
Officer-

in

Officeri-

ng

Officer-

in

Officeri-

ngin order to workw'ork' out th.anthanthbth-thtb- .aeanameanspaean.anan. . ofot .'artilleryI.l't111e1'7I.lt111e17Ilt111e17' support to covercovera-

dvaDOe

cov-

ered
cover-

the

cov-
ert

cover-

the

cov-
ertthe. advanceadvaDOelavaboes andaDd fortortore protection whenwheDweD the companycODlpID1 took the ob-obob-

jeotive

ob-

jective
obo-

bjective

.¬-.

jectivejeotiveejectiveemotive . Mo10No contact could be .made.dede. with anyaD7 uniteunits onOD the leftlefty-

and

lef-
ty

,

and CompanyComp&n7Compn7& B .assumed. ...44. the movementmov.mentmovmentmoment. was being made alone andand-

both

A-
ndo

and-

both

A-
ndo

and-

both

A-
ndoboth flanksflank. and rearroar would be exposed . The Company pushedpushed-

out

push-
ed

pushed-

out

push-
ed

pushed-

out

push-
edout &as8 soon asal final , detail plans .were.ereere made and orders issuedissued-

The

issu-
ed

.

The move was almost entirely over open countryoountry under directdirect-

observation

direct-

observation

direct-

observationobservation ofot the enemy from high ground to the front andand-

from

land-

form

and-

from

land-

form

and-

from

land-

formfrom towering MT . DELLSDELLEDELLRDELEDELL, FORMICPORMICHEFORMICHEPORSCHEFORMICBE to the northeast in the 85th85th-

Division

85th-

Division

85th-

DivisionDivision Zone . It was only by the grace of the HeavenlyHeavenly-

Father
Heav-

enly
Heavenly-

Father
Heav-

enly
Heavenly-

Father
Heav-

enlyFather that the move was a success , because here a miraclemiracle-

happened
mir-

acle
miracle-

happened
mir-

acle
miracle-

happened
mir-

aclehappened .

It was still early in the morning and so far the weatherweather-

was

waterw-

ays

weather-

was

waterw-

ays

weather-

was

waterw-

ayswas clear and visibility excellent - - yet no sooner had thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopiancompany entered open country than a heavy fog closed in andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

anth-

em
, . . . . , ,_ .

the move was made entirely unobserved . The objective waswas-

occupied

was-

occupied

was-

occupiedoccupied without meeting &any&lYlY resistance but a large number ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe enemy9nemy was by-passedbypassed- .

From this point Company B established an all-aroundallaround- de-dede-

fensiv

de-

fensive

de-

fensive

dede-

fensive

¬-

fensivefensivfestivefens position extending to PRATOPRATE DI
.

MAGNMANMAGNANOMAGNAO ,
. .

which. . . . . . . . , . _ .

placeplace-

had

pla-
ce

.
place-

had

pla-
ce

. . . .. . . , . . ' 'MM' '" . , , .. . . . --"
. . . . . . , . . . . 'nn'

. . . . ' ' " ' ' . _ . . . . .uu. .. . . . . .MM. . . ' - -
. . .

'hh'hadhadrwtohardtopcC
.
rwtowttto 'bbbe cleared ofot a few enemy . They were taken so80 com-comco-

mpletel

com-

pletely

com-comco-

mpletely

comco-

mpletely

¬-
. '

pletelypletelpolitelypalette
.
bY.eul'pr1sebY.eulpr1sebYeulpr1sebysurpriseby . .,surprise' that they were not able to fire A.a. shotshot-

During

shat-

tering

,.
- .. . . .

During the night ., Company C moved into the east and south otofot-

B

t-
B

of-

ay

f-
ay

of-

Company

H-

offman.

_ ay}: BBe..". ..Th1Th1...ThisThis. .
. wwaawasWada.1J1J. at . thetheclosethf-0-1os8thf01os8hellostheft)'' -closeclose--- '. of 6e8 .' October .* ' During thethe-

night

he-

ight
the-

night

he-

ight
the-

night

he-

ightnight the by-passedbypassedby-pa.dbypa.dpa.dpadbyplay- . .. enemyenemJenema moved over to HIGHWAY 65 to withwith-with-

dra

withd-

raw

with-

draw

with-

draw

¬-

dradrabdraw. through the 3d Battalion ,.

The mission of taking the escarpment was close at handhand-

and

han-

ded

hand-

and

han-

ded

hand-

and

han-

dedand fortortore the BaBattalionta11on &as8 well as the Regiment , the next fewrewbrewfew-

ia

fe-
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J fKJKJ j--jj-
day

d-

ay

. . , , , r.rrr,' r. .rMrM ." .' **1-1W.r.nrWr.nrWrnr1W.r.nrWarner- W.r.-

nrdays

.nn.- ., .. . ." " . , . . . , IJbIbo AT 1 1'11-1'111111'11-

.n

' ; "- ' " -

daydays. were to mean onlyonl1 heart-breakingheartbreaking-,- , b1bittertteltel' fighting andan-

dd1ttioult1

an-

ddifficulties

ind-

ividualizes

an-

ddifficulties

ind-

ividualizesd1ttioult1difficulties. . whichwhioh were.ereere. vll-nighvllnighwill-nighwillwell-nighwellvilla- insurmountableinlurmountable . (13)-

IAJUtUIOI

(13)-

C

(13)13(13)liAR-

RATIOMCOMPAUY

( )

IAJUtUIOIIAJUtUIOIC-

OMPAIY

liARRATIOM-

COMPAUYCOMPAIYOYPAIIIYCOMPANYC KK'SKSX'SXS' S ATTACK ON LIVERGNANOLIVERGNAJLIVERYMANLIVERLIVERGNAN-

OLate

LIVEROLIVER O-

Late

L-

ate

O .

Late in the afternoon ofor 68 October , Company 'II'LL''I had outcutout-

across

aut-

ocross

cut-

across

aut-

ocross

cut-

across

aut-

ocrossacross HIGHWAY 65 andarid Company K moved up on the rright=ightbight . Dur-DurDourDur-

ing

Dur-

ing

DurDourDur-

ing

¬-

ingKing t1-et1ethe?- night 66-868- 8 enemy tanks and a column of Infantry (notnot-

less

mo-

ttles

not-

less

mo-

ttles

not-

less

mo-

ttlesless than two companies ) were withdrawing to the north ofof-

HIGHWAY

of-

HIGHWAY

of-

HIGHWAYHIGHWAY 65 . These troops evidently had no idea that the highhigh-high-

way

high-

way

high-

way

¬-

way contained Americans on their route or certainly they wouldwould-

not

woul-

dn't

would-

not

woul-

dn't

would-

not

woul-

dn'tnot have been in march column . With the exception ofot one pla-plaplanpla-

toon

pla-

toon

plaplanpla-

toon

¬-
.

toonton led by Lieutenant MervinMarvin Krieger , Company I just pulledpulleda-

way

pull-
ed

pulleda-

way

pull-
ed

pulleda-

way

pull-
edaway fromtromtromp the highway and let the enemy pass . When the enemyenemy-

d1s

enem-

ydiscovered

enem-

ydiscoveredd1sdiscoveredovGredogre this platoplatoonh , their tanks just blasted through ,
yy-

practically
p-

racticallypracticallypractic'8practic8practieilyproactively' ly killingk1l11ng "thethe"the entire group ,. (14)14(14)-

The

( ) *

The next morning Companies I and K received a heavyheav-

ycounterattack

heav-

ycounterattackcounterattack by the enemy operating with tanks from th&1rth1rtheirtheir-

positions

ther-

mosetting

their-

positions

ther-

mosetting

&

positions in LIVERGNANOLIVERYMAN ,. The attack was beaten offorfof after aa-

e.abable

a-

&espeTAtA

a-

espeTAtA

E-

speranto
. . . . . . . - . . . "

. . '. . . , . .

. .. . . , . --
.

. . . _. . . "., ,. .dA&f} ., Pep., ;,Q.tAQtAe.tgetgQtete.tgft... .. .. fifi9Ct,lyttlayette9C\t9Ct\flsatTflatflsatTThflattishG! -' --ftft.- .--ThTh-. 'Ptl-wn&Jn3'PtlPtlwn&Jn3wnJn3Plftyefate'ye$-wifcmy'waswifcmywasne.& -'. 'e.abableeabableeatable.,.aa " abletiItipi'""toto" to' withdrawallwithdrawalwithdraw all tankstanks-

successfull

tran-

sducers
tanks-

successfully
tra-

nsducerssuccessfullsuccessfulsuccessfully., . LeasesLosses "were"ereerewore heavy as many of the.the'the.' enemy were-

p

wee-

p

were

(13)131T31( ) A-IAIA-lAl- , p . l1S8
(1414(14)14( ) Personal knowledge-

This
knowle-dge
knowledge . . .

* This was reported to the CommCCommanderonnnander9.Q.r9Q.r9Qr
. ., of ComCompany11y B by ooneone-

of
ne-o
one-

of
ne-o . . .

of hishilPhil ppatro.LpatroLpatroJ.sjMpatroJsjMpatro.Lhepatronsparoler.9JL.ber9JL.ber9JLbe. . . ..-hehehehadhead.- -iiadllad-hadhadIliadlad . BentO1.tsentoutsetoutsentBent out-O\1.tO1.tO1.t1t-ou-tout-\,.- totocontactTopconto '- make contconstcontact' ' with' ' lthethe-
Units

te-
nnis

the-
units

te-
nnis

he
Unitsn1 ta onon'theontheMonte'" 'tnetne"tietietine'" left18tt . ThThe. patrol contactedoontacted the platoonplatoon-
leader

plat-oon platoon-
leader

plat-oon platoon-
leader

plat-oonleader and at the timet1me he had around three ofot his menme-
nlett

om-
elet

me-
nleft

om-
elet

me-
nleft

om-
eletlettleftlet with himh1m *. The remainderrema1Ddel' ofor CompanyComPaD1 I made nono-

attempt
o-

aten
no-

attempt
o-

aten
no-

attempt
o-

atenattempt to stopatop or delaydel81 the retreating GermaneGerman8Germans ,.

AfterArterCarter the war was over , the writer byb1 coincidence metme-
tthis

Mat-
thias

me-
tthis

Mat-
thias

me-
tthis

Mat-
thiasthis Lieutenant in Charlotte , North Carolina *. ( He hadhad-
been

ha-
dean

had-
been

ha-
dean

had-
been

ha-
deanbeen promoted . ) Captain Krieger conflconfluxconfirmeded thethe-thetactthefactthetathreat- facttact thatthat-
the

thatc-
hed

that-
the

thatc-
hed

that-
the

thatc-
hedthe tanks shotsbotsabot and killed most ofor the platoon . He alsoalso-
stated

all-
otted

also-
stated

all-
otted

also-
stated

all-
ottedstated he was in contactoontact with the 3d Battalion OommanderCommanderOommander-
and

Commande-
ered

Commander-
and

Commande-
ered

Commander-
and

Commande-
eredand reported

. .
what. . . . . ...aa!.was

. . ... ! Bt2P!.happenjnghaipenehappeninghappenedhaipenhappen
. . . . . . l1jns, e<. ., .J.bABCtQ.1d.h1m.toJbABCtQ1dh1m.toJbABCtQ1dh1mto.aa.JhAjaCJhAjaC.hfLBCrt4ld.ahfLBCrt4ld'. _ __, fcxs-ldfcxsldcoxes.- ,' . teia-toteiatotea.imim.

.., .-..bcbc.; , .- ' ' ' . . , .

r

_ .. ' 'OO' , , . . . '" .. ._ .ff. . '., .. . ... . . -.. -. .J1St\7.J1St7.J1StJ1St7.eStorp-Itix.eStorpItix.eStorpeStorpesterstop...eStorpItixoO,Storp-tUffBStorptUffBStoptUff\ "-.tiItiItipi. .o-Oo#-; ". .ltltTc'wTcwCawI1-i"1.1I1i1.1I1i"1.1i11(r" ', '-wgswags".w.wrr.awwwrr.awwwrrawwrap.<Ts 1iplmpossibleimpossible.w.rw.rwr
m aosaibleassailed, !a1pa1pe+ e

.-
tor

t-
or

t-

ore.for QneQllftQuoNeLf..

beaten
. .. . .. .. , . . . .

platoorplatoonplatform
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killed

k-

illed

-II-.: L All-AllAllIAlI- "- I > , . ' -. -- '

killed and a fewrewbrew captured . The battle was alsoallOGallo costlyoostly toto-

Americana

t-
amer

to-

Americans

T-

asmanians

to-

Americans

T-

asmaniansAmericanaAmericans .since.ineeineejinnee a numbernuaber .were.rere. killed , but not so10 many asal toto-

d.tro7
to-

destroy

o-

ddest
to-

destroy

o-

ddestd.tro7dtro7destroy. . the power to attack or the willw1ll to closecloleChloe with thethe-

eneJQ

th-

ence

the-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nleyeneJQenemyRene' .

The DivisionD1vis1on CommanderCaamanderCalamander had ordered that the 3d BattalionBattalion-

hold

Battali-
on

Battalion-

hold

Battali-
on

Battalion-

hold

Battali-
onhold its position at 1040 hourshourIhorI until their left flank waswas-

more

as-

hore

was-

more

as-

hore

was-

more

as-

horemore secure ,. (15)15( ) Since the counterattack was in progressprogress-

at

progre-
ssat the timettmetm and beaten offotfoft mainly by Company K , a platoon orofor-

that

nor-

theast

of-

that

soft-

hearted

of-

that

soft-

heartedthat company pursued the enemy into the outskirts on the southsouth-

side

outs-

ide
south-

side

outs-

ide
south-

side

outs-

ideside ofot the village around 1500 hours ,.* A hail of machine gungun-

and

gun-

man

gun-

and

gun-

man

gun-

and

gun-

manand sniper fire greeted them , but they were successful inin-

occupying

in-

culpating

in-

occupying

in-

culpating

in-

occupying

in-

culpatingoccupying two buildings on the right side of the street ,. ( SeeSee-

Map

Se-

em

See-

M

See-

Map

Se-

emMapM" D )

This platoon pass'edpassedpass'adpassad' through the gap wiwithinthin the mountainmountain-

where

mounta-

ineer

mountain-

where

mounta-

ineer

mountain-

where

mounta-

ineerwhere on the right there is a perpendicular rock wall joiningjoining-

the

joini-
ng

joining-

the

joini-
ng

joining-

the

joini-
ngthe road . On the left of the road the bank dropped away intointo-

a

int-
oa deep ravine which Infantrymen could hardly cross and wtwhichwhich-

was

whi-

ch

which-

was

whi-

ch
chch-

was

sch-

waswas absolutely impossible1mpossible for tanks or vehiclesveh1cles . This veryvery-

spot

ve-
rso

very-

spot

ve-
rso

very-

spot

ve-
rsospot , only wide as the road itself , was thenthan demolished andan-

dcratered

han-

dcrafted

an-

dcratered

han-

dcrafted

an-

dcratered

han-

dcraftedcratered by the GeGermansansHans ,. This sealed off any endand all possiblepossiblea-

ie'ehaala

possible-

aieehaala

poss-
ible

. . . . .. . . . . . . . . ,. . . , , ... -- '. . . . " '"
. . . . . . .. . , . . .". .". . >..<' .."-". . . , . . . . ." . . . . . - - -- - ' ' -

. .., . . .. , ., . .,.-.....
_ . m&eme&IraniIran' ,a1t1z-atr'a.PPIia1t1zatra.PPIia1t1zatr'a.PPIiatraPPIirattrap-dr-appr'o'ach'esdrappr'o'ach'esapproaches- ' &p72rup72ru.& ',(' 'acnedh' 8s- .es-e'. ., '. ".' ' " " -

Company K then found it impossible to enter the villagevillage-

with

villa-
ge

village-

with

villa-
gew1withth the remainder ofot the company during daylight hours . TheThe-

enemr

Te-

enier

The-

enemy

He-

nley

The-

enemy

He-

nleyenemrenemyender had complete control ofot the approach by interlockinginterlocking-

banns

interlock-
ing

interlocking-

bands

interlock-
ing

. .

banbannss of t1rfire , sealed tight by prepared mortarmortal' barrages . InIn-

addition

In-

anition

In-

addition

In-

anition

In-

addition

In-

anitionaddition to ' this theirthe1r observation commandedoonunandednonhumanc ed the entireent1re
'

Divi-DiviDivDivi-

lion

Divi-

sion

DiviDivDivi-

sion

¬-

sions10nlionscion Zone<?u: ., .for .- - a. depth " ofr over 5 miles . Their tanks were inin-

position

im-

position

in-

position

im-

position

in-

position

im-

positionposition to deliver very effectiveeftective closeolosefoliose range as well as longlong-

range

Lo-

gan
long-

range

Lo-

gan
long-

range

Lo-

ganrange firetire ,.
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Around 1900 hourshourIhorI the remainder ofot CompareComPaJ\1ComPaJ1CompanyCompaq'\ KIt launchedlaunched-

mother
laun-

ched
launched-

another
laun-

ched
launched-

another
laun-

chedmotheranother attack.ttackttacktack. throughtb.1'ouShtb.1ouShtb1ouSh.' the ,gap.pp. and. succeededsuaceededooe.4.dooe4.dooe4d. . in jJoiningDlDlDell; thethe-

platoon

tel-

ethon
the-

platoon

tel-

ethon
the-

platoon

tel-

ethonplatoon in LTVERGHAHOLIYBROIJlOLIVRRONAR0 . "JoiningJoiningRJo1D1D1" the platoon11platoonsplatoonplatoonsiplatoons' 1iiss. correctcorreot , be-bebe-

oaul

be-

foul

bebe-

cause

be--

oauae

b-e oa-

uae
al-

ulae
-

oaulPaulcause. afteratterLatter gettingS8tt1ns through the mortar and machine gun tirefirefire-

the

fir-
th

,

the defensivedetenslveextensive tirefires. inside , assistedassiltedassailed by pointblankpo1ntblank firetire of-

the

of-

ten

ofotof-

the

of-

ten
.

theh.
.
ttanks

. .
forcedC? . . .the ._ companye'osnpanyeosnpanyCessna.QJrQJrJar.' ) . .

tpgethortogether, ' in one extremelyextr.8JD$11extr.8JD11extr8JD11.
.$ . largelarge-

house

ware-

house

large-

house

ware-

house

.

house . This househou8e was actually two houses which were joinedjoined-

toaether
joi-

ned
joined-

together
joi-

ned
Joined-

together
Joi-

nedtoaethertogether end to end . It was one of the two houses that theth-

efirst

th-

eirs
th-

efirst

th-

eirs
the-

first
th-

eirsfirst platoon entering the city had taken during the day . TheThe-

o

Th-

eother

He-

ather

Th-

eother

He-

atherootherher househoulehole .aa.was. small and contained a pig and cattle room ODonO-

Dthe

Ot-

her

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe ground floor whichwhioh was typical ofot Italian homes ,. A platoonplatoon-

with

Plato-
nist

platoon-

with

Plato-
nist

platoon-

with

Plato-
nistwith a light machine gun section attached had taken this smallsmall-

house

mad-

house

small-

house

mad-

house

small-

house

mad-

househouse but only the machine gun and a squad remremainedrem.inedremined.lnelane there toto-

protect
t-

orte
to-

protect
t-

orte
to-

protect
t-

orteprotect the flank of the company . The rest of the company hadhad-

established

he-

adstalls
had-

established

he-

adstallsestablished all around defense of the large house ,.

THE ORDERS AND MANEUVER OF CCOMPANYOMPMPANY B-

During

D-

uring

B-

During

D-

uring

BB-

During

D-

uringDuring 9 OcOctobertoberTiber , BllallBill was quiet iinn Company BB'sBsI' S areaarea-

since

reass-

igned

,

since the enemy was still unaware that the company was presentpresent-

The

prese-

nt
,.

The commandercormandercon anderLander ofor the company did not receivereoeive any orders through-throughthrough.-

oPt"t.b

through.ou.-

t

throughou.-

t

throughou-

t

-..
. , _ . . . . . . . . _..". . .oo. .-oPt"t.bo-Ptt.bo-Pttbo-pt. :.tt,.. .,.. . "' ..thethe.

.e . .Asy.flYflYAshyley-leylevyleyalea$..*-. . .ThaIThaI.. ,Theaft.Mere.J.pvTheaftMereJ.pvTheaftMereJpvTheater,, . ._ (' ,, .. _tp.rtprpr:. . ..( . .otnf1'lt.otnf1ltotnf1lt.''mp.Ut.QrmpUt.QrmpUtQremptora. ,.._...e.tamer.exetamer.exetamerextamer.'. . .rr. .. . .e.n.r'iu.nex'ac.t.e.tienriunexacte.tienriunexacteti. ..H.unexpH.unexpHunexpHumeUnsex.:' . .., .:..unaunaLuna. p' c.t.adct.adctadcitadeltadcA.,. ..ii.ThAAey.-

was

. ..*. . . w.ThwThwith-_-.ThA-Aey.-

was

ThAAey.-

was
.Th-

A
Th-

A
Aey.w-

as
Aeyw-

as
Th-

ai
Eyewa-

sh
. 'rh.a.drha.drhadhad'.,+e.-... Say--SaySay-

was

Sa-

ws

.-. . -

was spent by the Captain checking the men ofot the companyoompany andand-

cal1ina

and-

calling

ca-

nceling

and-

calling

ca-

ncelingcal1inacalling fofor artillery missions on observed enemy positionspositions-

Perhaps

posit-
ions

,.

Perhaps one reason the enemy failedtailed to locate the company waswas-

d

wad-

s

was-

due

wa-

de
was-

due

wa-

dedduee to the facttact that smoke was calledcelled fortortore oftenottengotten on known oror-

suspected

c-

osseted

or-

suspected

c-

osseted

or-

suspected

c-

ossetedsuspected enemy ob8ervatobservationon postspostapostal in addition to the highhigh-

explosive

shi-
gellosis

high-

explosives

high-

explosivesexplosiveexplosives. ,.

When darknessdarknelsdarnels fell the company was resuppliedreapplied ,. A hothot-

meal

oat-

meal

hot-

meal

oat-

meal

hot-

meal

oat-

mealmeal was fed to the men and hardhal'dhaldhaled' rations were. . tUsued1.aued1auedUsed$.sued. ,... .- '. " WhWhnWhenlnL-

A

uln-

a

&enenln&en-

V.WM

&,®n
. .

.
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.
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thiathi8thisthai was completed , the guard waswalwail Inspectedinspeot9d . AfterArterCarter l.t1lt1satisfysatisfy-
ing

. f1-f1f1-

ins

¬-.
inginsKing himselfhim.ellhimellchime. that security8eourltJ waawalwasWadawail excellent8zcelleat fortortore the night , thec-

ompaD1

the-

company

Et-

hiopian
the

companycompaD1 commandercaamaDdercalamander retired at.tt. hisbi . oonroanctoommandcommandodorant postPOltPot . NoBo sooner than-

his
tha-

nks

thanthan-

his
tha-

nks

than-

his
tha-

nkshis 8eyes".. .were.rere. closedolo.dolodold.. , a. guardSUai'dSUaidSaid' .awakened.akenedakenedwakened. him with a message thatthat-

he

thatch-

ed

that-

he

thatch-

ed

that-

he

thatch-

edhe .was.. wanted at Battalion ,. This was between 2230 and 23002300-

hours

2300-

hours

2300-

hourshours ,. When he arrived at the Battalion Command Post ., he waswas-

1nformed

was-

informed

as-
signor

was-

Informed

as-
signor1nformedinformed by the BattalionBatta110n Commander that Company K was ininL-

IVERGNANO

inL-

IVERGNANO

InL-

IVERGNANOLIVERGNANOLIVERYMAN and given oral orders that Company B would passpass-

through
pla-

stron
pass-

through
pla-

stron
pass-

through
pla-

stronthrough Company K at 0600 hours the next morning . The missionmission-

was

missi-
on

mission-

was

missi-
on

mission-

was

missi-
onwas to finish clearing the village ofot all enemyenemJenema . The line otofot-

departure

of-

departure

of-

departuredeparture would be the line held by Company K at that hourhour-

The

hur-

ter
,.

The Battalion Commander stated that he thought that Company KK-

would

W-

ould

K-

would

W-

ould
K-

would

W-

ouldwould have the village in hand before morning ,. (16)-

The

(16)-

The

(16)16(16)-

The

( )

The captain of Company B then contacted the BattalionBattalion-

S-2

Battalio-
nS 28-282- and S-5S58-3833-3- in hopes of learning more details as to the pre-prepre-

sent

pre-

sent

prepre-

sent

¬-

sent situation . These staff officers did not furnish any moremor-

einformation

mo-

rtification

mor-

einformation

mo-

rtification
mor-

einformation

mo-

rtificationinformation than had already been learned , except that the 5-252S.2S252-

figured

S.2-

figured

S-2-

figured
S2fi-

gured
-.

figured the enemy was not strong and would give in withoutwithout-

too

witho-
ut

without-

too

witho-
ut

without-

too

witho-
uttoo much fighting . The strength of the enemy was estimatedestimated-

at

estimate-

dat less than a ccompanyompcomp anyanybanyanyTheanthemb The S-3S35-35- stated that Company K waswa-

stemporarily

wa-

stemporarily

wa-

stemporarily . . . . . . . .. . .. . , . . . ,temporarily under-counderco.-under . cnxnrwid"comrtndcomrtndcontend" :9nd, ofot.. the 1st iatta:1.lo'taompQ1I1Battallbaiatta:1.lo'tiatta1.lotiatta1lotBatta1liBata:. &&': ,. --a-ompQ1I1aompQ1I1-mapffiiyump9nymafia 13B' ''' '-

should

s-

hould

' '. - "

should find the rOrotroujMNrumen|| | d by7
'

Companies I and K and enterenter-

the

ente-

nte

enter-

the

ente-

nte

enter-

the

ente-

ntethe village by HIOHWAHIGHWAYIOWAHIQIQHIGHWAY116o?%116o
r

,. (17)-

When

(17)17(17)-

When

( )

When the CommanderOommander of Company B returned to the Oomp8D1CompanyCompan-

ythe

Compa-

ny
.,,

the men were alertedalerted-alertalertedIndividuald ;. - 'Individual rolls were
' stackedsts.okedstsokedstoked. and thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopiancompany was prepared to move soonBoon after the Captain issuedissued-

his
issu-

ed
issued-

his
issu-

ed
Issued-

his

Issu-
edhis order . The order .was.aaaa fragmentary and based on the in-inin-

to

in-

formation

inin-

formation

¬-

toformationat1on received at the battalion . The tentative plan was

(16)16( ) Personal knowledge
(17)17( ) Personal knowledge
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to have two platoons abreast and the thirdttrd platoon in support.-
When

support-
When

supp-
ort

support .
When the CompanyOOI1p8DJ reached HIGHWAY 65 , the 1stlItlet Platoon would take-

the
ta-

ke
taketake-

the
ta-

ke
take-

the
ta-

kethe right 11dsideaideaiderandacidhead. and'andrand' the 2d24 Platoon the leftlettlet 81dside. ofot the roadroad-

The

road-

ster

,.
The platoplatoonsns would be deployed and-preparedandpreparedand .- prepared fortortore street fighting ,.

High r1dsridges, . a stream and, , canyonsoanyons , were between the comcom-

pany's
oom-oomcom-comboomoom-

pany'a
com-

pany's
¬-

_ pany'spanyspany'apanyapansyTanya' present position and the VillageV11lage of LIVERGNANOLIVERONANOLIVERYMAN . B-
yfollowing

B-

uffaloing
ByB-

yfollowing
B-

uffaloing
B-

yfollowing
B-

uffaloingfollowing passable teterrainrain features the distance was approxi-
mately

approxi-approxiapproximateapproxi.-

mately
approxi-

mately
approxi-

mately
- .-

mately
m-

ately
M-

attel
.

matelyMattel two and a half miles The. map indicated a little overover-

one

overd-

one

over-

one

overd-

one

over-

one

overd-

oneone mile . Not being familiar with the route over which the-

Company

Et-
hiopian

thethe-

Company

Et-
hiopian

the-

Company

Et-
hiopianCompany was to travel , the Captain made a map reconnaissance-
and

reconnaissan-
ce

reconnaissance
and plotted the azimuth toward the objective . ThThiss readingreading-

generally
Rea-

ding
reading-

generally
Rea-

ding
reading-

generally
Rea-

ding( generally northwest ) was set on all company compasses . ( See-

Maj

Se-
em

SeeSee-

MapC

Se-

emMajMaMapCMapcoP!__.
C ) The Company moved out at 0200 hours . (18)18(13)13( ) The Com-ComCom-

pany

Com-

pany

ComCom-

pany

¬-

panypanky Commander was leading his unit in an attempt to reachL-

IVERGNANO

reachreachL-

IVERGNANO

reachL-

IVERGNANOLIVERGNANOLIVERYMAN prior to 0600 hours .

The move was made lin total darkness . It was rainingraining-
during

rain-
ing

raining-
during

rain-
ingduring the early hours of the morning and the creek whichwhich-

had

whi-
ch

which-

had

whi-
chhad to be crossedorossed was almost waist deep in places . The ridges-

were
ridg-

es
ridgesridges-

were
ridg-

eswere very muddy and often the company had to move in a singlesingle-

file
sin-

gle
single-

file
sin-

glefile along slippery ledges . Daylight broke before the companycompan-

yreached
com-

pany
compan-

yreached
com-

pany
. ' . .reached. 4 "' . . rl '" .

HIGHWAY
.

65 .
_ .

The
. .

columnoolumn
. , . . ' .

was
. . . . . still" . ol1mb.1n-.whol1mb1n.whol1mb.1nol1mb1n.whwhclimbing._ .

. -,! " . when. .,., . 060.00600.. . > " .

hours appeared on the CaptainC&pta1n'sCpta1nsC &apt a:n *' s watch . Radio contact was mad-

ewith

mad-

dest
mademad-

ewith

mad-

destwith Battalion and the situation reported . ThereThe e was no changechange-

in

changeli-

ng

change-

in
changeli-

ngin orders , and instructions were given fortortore the company to oon-ooncon-cononoon-

on

oni-

on

con-

tinue

concon-

tinue

¬-
.

. .tinuetine: '" on-theontheon '-the missjonmiesjonmissionmeson, ,. (19)19( ) At 0645 hourhours* the companycompant con-concon-

taoted

con-

tacted

con-

tacted
concon-

tacted

¬-

tactedtaotedactedtoted CompanyCompiayCamp nJ I at LA FORTOTAFORTUNAFORTRAN , and was halted to the right-
Person

rig-
hter

rightr1gbtright-
TRUPersonalTRUPersonalTroupersTS1! personperson"- knowledge& -"knowledge"knowledgeknowledge

-"
knowledge ( 1aken'Taken fromtromtromp notes w6Iwhichh arelire in pos--

session
p-os ses-sion pos-pospos-

session
pos-

session
-CaptainAnderson'sCaptainAndersonsCaptainedsession of the author *. The notes are part ofot Captain

Anderson'sAndersonsAnderson' report ofot capture and statementofatatementotstatementbattement return-
rendered

retu-rned returnreturn-
rendered

retu-rned return-
rendered

retu-rnedrendered to the Department ofor the AmyArm1Army on his returnreturn-
tram retu-rn return-
from

retu-rn return-
from

retu-rntramfrom Russia in 1945)1945)
(19)19( ) Personal knowledgeknowledge-

7

knowledge.w-

r

knowledg-

e. .wrwr_. . . .. ... . + .. . . . n .rwrw. r.rrr" .. .
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. , . ' 1 , ' 0 . ' . ". . .. .. . . . . . . .. .. - .pp. . .. . .- . . . . . .,. . -.. . . . . . . . . .. . . , . . . . . - . , .. . . . . ,. . . . . . , . . ,.

. .__ . _ . . -
. .. . . . . ",

. . .
., . . . , 4 11NMtJ . A.FrdlAFrdlAlfred. . . .00. . ., . AL.ALW.r1rr-

behind

b-

ehind

' o-o<.-o1.. ._ _ 1 . , . W.r1Wr1-. . ", .--. -- -.-"-.-
behind a bank ,. ( It is1s well to note here that Company I waswas-

packed

swa-

ybacked

was-

packed

swa-

ybacked

was-

packed

swa-

ybackedpacked into one houhourhouse.. on the rightr1sht lidside. ofot the road ,. )

'

.ThiThiThai.This. halt waswaaWada about 1000 yardslards southlouthlout ofot LIVERONANOLIYBRGNANOLIVERYMAN . ( SeeSee-

The

See-

MHP

Se-

emMal) 0)0C ) The CommanderCODDanderColander ofot CompanyComp8J11 I told CompanyComplD1 B CODDl1anderCommanderCODDl1and-

erthat

Commande-

rthat

Comman-

der
Commande-

rthat

Comman-

derthat he could move his companycomp&nJcompnJcomp& right up the highway withoutwithout-

any

witho-

ut
without-

any

witho-

ut
without-

any

witho-

utany trouble sinceainoeMaine Company K was still in the village and haldheldhaledhald-

the

alth-

ea
held-

the

hea-

lth
held-

the

hea-

lththe south side81de *.

Leaving the Commander of Company I , the Captain lookedlooked-

to

looke-

d
looked-

to

looke-

dto the north but sensed something was wrong with all the in-inin-

formation

in-

formation

InIn-

formation

¬-

formation he had received thus fartar . The morning waswiswigs so verJveryveervery-

quiet
ve-

ry
very-

quiet
ve-

ryquiet . No shots or shells were being fired , nonor could any hebebe-

heard

be-

head

he-

heard

re-

heardheard anywhere . The .deadd.ead from both forces could be seenseen-

strewn

sen-

sate
seen-

strewn

sen-

sate
seen-

strewn

sen-

satestrewn throughout the battleground all the way from LA FORTUNAFORTUN-

Ato

Fortuna-

te

FORTITN-

Ato

Fortuna-

teto the entrance of LIVERGNANOLIVERYMAN ,. A reconnaissance was necessarynecessary-

so

necessa-
ryso the company commander selected four riflemen , two radiomenradiomen-

one

radiom-

en
,

one with the SCRSCHSRSC 500300 , the otheotherother wiwith a SCRSR 556536 , to aocompanyaccompanyaocompany-

him

accompany-

ing

accompany-

him

accompany-

ing

accompany-

him

accompany-

inghim to make contactoontaotonto with Company K ,. Instructions were leftleft-

with

lef-

tist
left-

with

lef-

tist
left-

with

lef-

tistwith the Executive Officer of Company B , that if the CommanderCommande-

rdid

Comman-

ded

Commande-

rdid

Comman-

ded

Commande-

rdid

Comman-

deddid not return within an hour , that the company should, carrycarry-

out

carry-

out

carry-

outout the plan containedoontained in the orders issued during the night .

Company B Comm8J.dComm8JdCommanderCommanderjCommanderCommanderjwUhCommander!. .
wUhwithUh. .

hihiss@ ., sm.ellsmell.amQllamQllazqsa.1azqsa1anally.
,

. . .pp.partyrtyarty , proceeded to-toto-
w

to-

ward

toto-

ward

¬-
.

. . . . . . . ._ . . w . . _ . . . " . ._ . ... ' > - ' .LL. .

ward LIVERGNANOLIVERYMAN by the HIGHWAY . About half way to the villagevillage-

an

villag-

e
,

an officer ofot Company K was discovered with a number of bulletbullet-

holes

bul-
let

bullet-

holes

bul-
let

bullet-

holes

bul-
letholes in his body , face down and his equipment still on . HeHe-

was

H-

ews

He-

was

H-

ews
. ' "

- was ' groeMhgg-roaniaggroaniaggroomRomaniag-roan1groan1-- : g ' andaid ' '-

st111
s-t111'-stills-till'still ' alive'alIve'alivealive'' . ' 'lieelieeliege'

He'" ccouldcould'notcould
' \. ff'n'-nn'-

not
n-ot'

nott givegive muchmuohmouth inforinfor-informinfor-inforinforminfor-

mation

infor-

mation

infor-

mation

¬-

mationnation , so10 afteratterLatter rendering first aid , the Captain let oneone-

rifleman

So-

merville

one-

rifleman

So-

merville

one-

rifleman

So-

mervillerifleman remain wiwithth thet'he' LieutenanttieutenanttieutenantandLieutenantandlieutenantand sent another back toto-

CompQD1

to-

Company

T-

acoma

to-

Company

T-

acomaCompQD1Company I to get a stretcher and a medic . The partypart,. then con-concon-

tinued

con-

tinued

concon-

tinued

¬-

tinuedtined on to the village .
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The road made a curve to the leftlettlet and here the rockrock-

wall

Rock-

well

rock-

wall

Rock-

well

rock-

wall

Rock-

wellwall waewarwade discovered on the right and the deepd.epdep. canyon on thethe-

lett
He-

wlett

the-

left

hel-

met

the-

left

hel-

metlettleftlet .* BeyondBelondBlond the craterorateroratorrater the road made a sharp "UU'U"' ". bend toto-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

tethe right . (SeSeeBee., Map D ) On entering the village the CaptainCaptain-

into

Captai-

ning

Captain-

informed

Capt-
aining

Captain-

informed

Capt-
ainingintoinformeded hishiaia men to keep atQt leastlealtleaflet 5030 yardslards behind him . TheThe-

radiomen

He-

adsmen

The-

radiomen

He-

adsmen. radiomen kkeptt closingaloalngallocating up ;,, then waited andcloaehandclapand -cloaecloaecloaked- loseloaeloaloseaplose-apapup- &gaingain&again-

They

agai-

nst
,.

They did nnott seem to want to stay very far from their leaderleader-

No

lead-
er

,.

No shots , shells , nor any signs ofot lifeliteelite appeared to thisthis-

point

high-

point

this-

point

high-

point

this-

point

high-

pointpoint . Three buildinbuildingbuildingss were passed since they were built onon-

a

Mo-

na

on-

a

Mo-

na

on-

a

Mo-

naa bank above the street and could not be searched . On round-roundround-

1ng

round-

ing

round--

ing

rou-
nd

in-g
Kin-

g
-

1ngingKing the bend , the Captain stopped cold in his tracks beside aa-

building

b-

uilding

a-

building

b-

uilding

a-

building

b-

uildingbuilding , for in front ofot him , no more than 50 yards was aa-

German

G-

erman

a-

German

G-

erman

a-

German

G-

ermanGerman assault tank . The tank started the engine and thenthen-

all

Ath-

ena

then-

all

Ath-

ena

then-

all

Ath-

enaall hell broke loose . Another tank fired a shell that burstburst-

just

burs-

itis

burst-

just

burs-

itis

burst-

just

burs-

itisjust above the Captains head . Shrapnel from this shell killed-

The

kill-
ed

killedkilled.-

4.batwo.r: . : , " . , : , _ : ;' .
"

, ' . ,: . ..4.ba-two.r4batwo.r.4.ba4batwo.rtwortwo. .JbJ\.twoJbJ.two.JbJJbJ.twotwoJab.".
_ :\..-.. . ..rara. diomen-and-jdftatrjcdiomenandjdftatrjcdolmen1 melJand.dBamelJanddBaeland.-.,.-. Pl.9JL.tb9Pl9JL.tb9Pl9JLtb9>y-edyed-. .Jbh9 ,.radios.radios . The . . ., CaptainCa.ptain. . , WEweswp8-

knocked

' $ . , -

knocked down by the concussion , yet uninjured . He yelled forfor-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rtethe two riflemen to go back , but they came running up to thethe-

radiomen

he-

adsmen

the-

radiomen

he-

adsmen

the-

radiomen

he-

adsmenradiomen . Another shell burst in the same place , and killedkilledt-

hem

kill-
ed

killedt-

hem

kill-
ed

killedt-

hem

kill-
edthem . The small arms and machine gun fire was blazing from-

a.r1

from-

u

fro-
m

from

. , . . . .. . -.-. . .- ,- . . . u. . .-.. . . e -a.r1-a.r1a.r11-.+r7-r7r7lire.yy. -. ,. <lir-elirelairlireti3a"iiithe&G.t13n-1n-th-G.t13n1nth&G.t13nGt13n1nthdirtJUaa-ir.thdirtJUaair.thdirtJUaair.thirthdirtbirth1 -&G.t13n1nth.ilJ.a.gs&-ti3a-"iii-theti3a"iiiiiithe-.ti3a"iiithev.il3.- "-- . .' .-. .&->-v-.il3v.il3v.il3il3-.ilJ.a.gs.tzw2llagsaOntho.ilJ.a.gs-ilJa.gs.ilJ.a.gsilJagszw2llags-azw2llagsamileages!.-.{ .asaasa.0aatbol8f.t.-.--.-.0aa-tbo-l8f.t0aatbol8f.t.0aa0aatbol8f.tl8ftOntholeftboPothole. On-thoOnthothou.tt-..tler.ttaller-ler.tler.t-leftleftalert-- .;. . . . .gg. &i'a.8-ia.8&i'a.8ia8&i'a.8of&1.dada. ' .e..-. . offtho'hfthohfathom*. ,. . ,tthothoutho-

street

ho-

sted
; , '. . . '. ' . . ' ..--

street

s-

treet
-. .- . , .- .-

street a squad ofot Germans were firingtiring at the Captain , but atat-

the

ba-

the

at-

the

ba-

the

at-

the

ba-

thethe ssamee time , men from Company KX opened firetire on the enemyenemy-

This

ene-
my

,.

This coveringoovering firetire permipermitpermittedttedted the Captain to crawl to the smallsmall-

building

smal-

lholding

small-

building

smal-

lholding

small-

building

smal-

lholdingbuilding heldheld byby CompanyCompany K
' onon ththe rightright s1dside

' ofof tbetubethe streetstreet ,.

THE BATTLE FOR THE VILLAG-

Efh

Villa-

ge

VILLAGE-

The

Villa-

ge

VILLAQEVILLAGEVILLAVILLAQE-

The

Vil-
lafhThe. men in this first house were quite low on ammunitionammunition-

The

ammuniti-

on

,.

The light machine gun section was knocked out at the entrance ,.
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The ammunition belt was salvaged and the bullets were dis-disdaisdis-
trIbuted

dis-
tributed

disdaisdis-
tributed

-¬-
tributedtribute among810118 the squad . The men ofot this group told thethe-
Commander

he-
bdomad

the-
Commander

he-
bdomad

the-
Commander

he-
bdomadCommander of Company B that their Captain was all right but-
was

be-
tas

butbut-
was

be-
taswas.& 8 supposed8uppo.d8uppod.. to be in the nextnet% househoulehole ... A large shell hole-
existed

whol-

ehearted
holehole-

existed
whol-

ehearted
hole-

existed
whol-

eheartedexisted on the north sideaide of this househou8e . Company B Commander-

waded
Command-

eered
GanderGanderw-

aded
Gener-

ated
ommandercommanderommander-

wade
command-

eeredwadewaded through knee deep , slushy , refuse ofot the stable and-

crawled
han-

dcrafted
andand-

crawled
han-

dcrafted
and-

crawled
han-

dcraftedcrawled through the hole . He made a dash to the next buildIngbuilding-
It

buildin-g
,.

It was discovered here that Company K'sKsK ' s Commander was in thethe-
next

te-
net

the-
next

te-
net

the-
next

te-
netnext building . There was no entrance to it except through the-
enemy

He-

nley
thethe-

enemy's
the-

enemy'senemy'senemysenemy'*' s line of fire . Captain B, Company , had several me-
nstart

Mi-
nstar

menme-
nstart

Mi-
nstar

me-
nstart

Mi-
nstarstart breaking a hole through the wall in order that the ComCom-

pany
Com-ComCom-

pany
Com-

pany
¬-

panypanky would have a means of communication . Realizing thisthis-
would

th-is
this-

would
th-iswould take a long time he left the, building , ran throughthroughe-

nemy
thro-

ugh
throughe-

nemy
thro-

ughenemy fire to the east side and. entered the other halfhaIr of thethe-
house

hen-

house
the-

house
hen-

house
the-

house
hen-

househouse . It was exactly 07500730 hours when contact was made betweenbetween.-
J

betwee-
n. . . . . . ., . . . _ . . .JJ. .. . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . .. , , . .

. .. iW . -eSdafeSdafVeda! " '- " - C-QpCQpCQpeSdafCapped- -- - ' .fa9fa9.fa9fr99aEtttti+- - - '- ' '- -"' " "-

op
o-p" -- --fr-fr- :: -: : : : : : :" : . -aEtt-ttiaEttttifr.tllEttaticfertilelyaEttttiRie'afitIme.tlltlltall.tllrttaller--rtrt--Rie'afitImeRie'afitImeRieafitImeReaffirmed1l !iinf-iinfinfoiinft1itilet1it1i'tferrri'ans-'tferrri'ans'tferrri'anstferrriansGerman' ' s adaci openedopene-

dfire
open-

ed
p enec-

ffire
bene-

fice
r f--ff-fire

f-

irefire from every direction around the position ., Including heavy-

mortar
he-avy heavyheavy-

mortar
he-avy
heavy-

mortar
he-avymortar and direct tank fire ,.

A desperate battleba.ttle. was onrn andan durirldrierduring. thistbistbs fight the lead"-
Ing

leadI-
ng

leadlead-lead-
ing

.,-""

ingKing elements of Company B started up HIGHWAY 65 , In accordance-
F

accordanc-
e

accordanceaccordanc-
ewitirol

accord-
ance. . .. . . , . . . . _ . . . . . . . . . _ . . . . ..'' ' ' - ' 0 " "F -witirolwitirolwittier- 'wl-tiT'wlwltiTwith' - cdol-uolu."'- orders/ordersordersCompanyordersordEfI'sordEfIsord'sordsordainscords.' '/: CompanyComIJanyComi"anComianConan" B ';, could(iO'iiOiii' (r getTnogetnoghettoGenoagetno closerc-los'erclos'erloser than the-

crater
the-

reafter
thethe-

crater
the-

reafter
the-

crater
the-

reaftercrater in the road . They were observed and blasted with well-
placed

bell-
yached

wellwell-
placed

bell-
yached

well-
placed

bell-
yachedplaced firetire which caused them to falltall back into a defensivedefensive-
position

defe-
nsive

defensive-
position

defe-
nsive

defensive-
position

defe-
nsiveposition between Company I and the village *.

' ' ' . . . ' . . . . ,ItXt waswas reallyl' ailydaily heart-breakingheartbreakinghe'ut-breakinghe'utheuthut-- fortortore their commanderCODml811der to be-

in
be-

gin

bebe-

in
be-

gin

be-

in
be-

ginin the center ofot the 'enemy'senemysenemy lines and observe the surprise-
fire

surpr-
ise

surprlsurplussurprisesurprise-
fire

surpr-
ise

ee-

tire
e-

ntiretirefire the Germansae an8 placed on the 1st Platoon,. Mortar firesa-

ppeared
fire-

water
firesfiresa-

ppeared
fire-

water
firesa-

ppeared
fire-

waterappeared to completely destroy the platoon . The units inL-

IVERGNAllO

ininL-

IVSRGNAMO

inL-

IVERGNA2LIVSRGNAMOLIVERGNAllOLIVERGNA2O had no means of contact with them since the enem-
yT

ene-
my

enemyI-

M's

enemy
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had closed the gaplap ththatt existedex1ated when the CommanderOaamanderAdamant of Compan1CompanyCompany-

B

Compan1-

B

Compan-

yB entered the village .

1 The CaptainOaptain ofot Company Kl[ was very tired .'aftera.t'tela.ttelattelMattel' the ale.p-ale.psleep-sleepalephale.p-

le
lep-

er
sleep-

less

sleep--

leas
sle-

ep le-as
. -

leless. . night *. HisBl . men were.ereere. united only becausebecau8e ofot his presence-

and

presen-
ce

presencepresence-

and

presen-
ce

presence-

and

presen-
ceand all of hiahisia efforts . in hihis. w.ak.con-

d

wak.con-
d

wakcon-
d

Wak-
o

weak.
. conditiont1on were utilized inin-

keeping

in-

cepting

in-

keeping

in-

cepting

in-

keeping

in-

ceptingkeeping the morale ofot his men high . He did not know that he-

was

he-

ws
hehe-

was

he-

ws

he-

was

he-

wswas temporarily under command of the 1st Battalion untiluntil-

later
unila-

teral
until-

later
unila-

teral
until-

later
unila-

terallater in the morning when the 3d Battalion so informed him-

(21)

hi-
m21

hhimm ,.

(21)21( ) After this the 3d Battalion gave no further assistanceassistance-

advice
assista-

nce
,

advice or instructions to the unit In LIVERGNANOLIVERYMAN .

Realizing this the Commander of Company B assisted inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe command of Company K . One of the two SCRSCHSRSC 500300 radios-

that

radi-
os

radiosradioradios-

that

radi-
os

ss-

that

t-

hatthat Company K was fortunate inIn having was switched from thethe-

3d

the-

3d

the-

3d3d Battalion to the 1stlstlast Battalion channel . Contact was mad-

ewith

mad-

dest

mademad-

ewith

mad-

dest

mad-

ewith

mad-

destwith the 1stlstlast Battalion Commander *. During this time thether-

V

ethe-

r
the-

counterattack
. . . . . . . . or . rV.-. a.1.aa1.aa1a_.. . . .
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counterattack of the enemy increased . Some of the German-

sentered

Ger-
mans

GeGermansGerman-

sentered

Ger-
mans

ansHans

entered the buildings but were stopped by bayonets and trepchtrenchtrenchtrench-

knives

techn-

iques
trench-

knives

techn-

iquesknives . Several Germans were captured and one young soldiera-

mong

sold-
ier

soldiersoldiera-

mong

sold-
ieramong tbexnthemTexan spoke very good English ,.

The CaptainC talntalon of Company B took fchisthischins prisoner to the 3d-

floor

3d3dti-

Ift. .. ' . , _ . _ - . . .. . -. tiIfttwilit.. , f\ff.w. ,\ . .ww". . .YY. . . .. . .. . . . F1rF1rrF1r0. .. r. . . . .. .-. . -00- .NN. \ \ 111% l law w - r r \ A . . WW-

floor
F-

loorfloor and persuaded him to talk . The prisoner was not hardhard-

to

hardt-

op

hard-

to

hardt-

op

hard-

to

hardt-

opto convince that the unit intended to hold until the last man-

was

Na-

nas

manman-

was

Na-

nas

man-

was

Na-

naswas killed , ifit necessary , and that he would remain there toto-

die

tod-

dies

to-

die

tod-

dies

to-

die

tod-

diesdie. withw1 thothouthothethitherthe CompanyCompanyeCCompanye-

He

Compa-
ny

ompaD1' , ,

He was 1ntoinformeded that his assistanceassistanoe may save the situ-situsitu-

ation

situsitu-

ation

¬.-
.

ationaction fortortore the AmericansAmericana and consequently his lifeliteelite . This-

soldier

Hi-

ssed
ThisThis-

soldier

Hi-

ssed
This-

soldier

Hi-

ssedsoldier told the Captain everything that was in the villagevillage-

and

villa-
ge

village-

and

villa-
ge

village-

and

villa-
geand pinpointed positions on a hastily drawn map *. The Captain-

then

Capt-
ain

CaptainCaptain-

then

Capt-
ain

Captain-

then

Capt-
ainthen reported all positions bybJ map coordinates to the third
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decimal place andancbanc ? informed , the 1stlet Battalion Commander that a-

Battalion

B-

attalion
a

"
Battalion ofot the GGerman. an 65th66th DivisionD1.1lionD11lion. was in the villagevillasevillas , re-rere-

inforced

re-

inforced
rere-

inforced

¬-

inforcedunforced with a CompanyComp8D7 ofot EngineersBng1n.erlBng1nerl. , rofourtour assaultaSlault tankstankatank andand-

two

Sa-
nto

and-

two

Sa-
nto

and-

two

Sa-
ntotwo TigerTlserTyler tankstankatank ., (22)22( ) Artillerytill.rJtillrJtiller. aisaionsmil.ionamilionamissionsraisinsmillion. .were.ereere pleaded torfortoretor-

but

or-

bit
for-

but

or-

bit
for-

but

or-

bitbut the artilleryart111er1 refusedrefu.edrefued. to firetire statingItatingTatting it was too closeC10S8 toto-

t1
to-

friendly
s-

toried
to-

friendly
s-

toriedt-1t1friendly:.- ' ndlyunduly troops., ActuallyAc tUallytally the troops remaining in the village-

did
villa-

ge
villagevillage-

did
villa-

ge
village-

did
villa-

ge '-

care
c- are'did not oarecareoared ifit their own artillery fell upon them ., The enemyenemy-

was

ene-
my

enemy-

was

ene-
my

enemy-

was

ene-
mywas placing such8uch a heavy concentration on the troops that theythey-

felt
th-ey
they-

felt
th-ey
they-

felt
th-eyfelt a fewrewbrew more shells could not hurt . Both the CommandersCommander-

sestimated

Comma-
ndeers

Commander-

sestimated

Comma-
ndeers

Commander-

sestimated

Comma-
ndeersestimated about 5030 to 40 men were left and this comparedoompared to the-

number

he-

mmer
the-

number

he-

mmer
thethe-

f

the-
t

thef-

tf /\tt/\' ' 4 tf i * t .(igceice'" kk-

number
n-

umbernumber of enemy that would be killed was certa1nlrcertainly a .. ,,sacrificesacrifice.T-

he
sacrificeT-

he
sacrifi-

ce
.

The price was great but the chance had to be taken *. Therefore ,
u

\, !,
, the artillery was-

i

wa-
s

was requested to be placed on the position . (23)-

The

(23)23(23)-

THE

(23)-

THE

( )

.
.

i,
. .i

.

THE SURRhWERSURRENDER

SURRhWERTheSURRENDERTheSurrender
The men in LIVERGNANOLIVERYMAN were able to withstand the '

. .. , "' . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . ._" . . . "'. . . ,.-_ .. : .
. . : . .

.
. .": , . ._-. .'... ..

. . . , . . . , . .__ . _ . . . . . . ... .- . . . , _ .. . ..- . . . " . - . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
enemy'senemysenemyenemy'-

sfire

enemy'-

sfire

enemy-

sfire
ene-

my
. . . . ' . , . . ... . . . . . - . .. . . . . . . .. . ... . . . . .

fire and attack for three hours . The majority of this time-

was
ti-

me

timetime-

was
ti-

me

time-

was
ti-

mewas without ammunition and fighting hand to hand . On manyman-

yoccasions

malo-

cclusions

man-

yoccasions

malo-

cclusions

man-

yoccasions

malo-

cclusionsoccasions the enemy yelled fortortore the Americans to come out andand-

surrender

en-

dured
and-

surrender

en-

dured
and-

surrender

en-

duredsurrender or the buildings would be knocked down and set onon-

.f.1I'e

on-

.fire

bo-

nfire

on-

fire
bo-

nfire.f.1I'ef.1Ief1Ie.firefire. . ' .with.flwith.flwithflwithwithal.sith.1.th1.th1thsixth. . . .'fla9%,e tnthffcwpsthrcthcC"la1-BC"la1Cla1B"' e.rer.'- $ . , . -. . The-TheThe.nteTentedThThAse.sTheses.h2-.k8.1\1.cs.nlh2k811cs.nl.h2h2.k8.1k811.cs.nl1csnl. - -Ase.sAse.sAsses-. -.nte.ntenote.-.\. .csRScess.we-weweheldbeheld.- toldh91dheld ., their'gpoimdtheirgpoimdtheir.gro'U.ndtheirgroU.ndtheirgroUndtheir-groundtheirground-.,"'. '.
.. ". .

waiting fortortore a decision from the Battalion , which was re-rere-

sponsible

rere-

sponsible

re-

sponsible

¬-

sponsiblepossible fortortore them . The Commander ofot CompanyOompany B had requestedrequested-

the

request-
ed

requested-

the

request-
ed

requested-

the

request-
edthe 1stlItlet Battalion to send another radio to Company B and toto-

give

st-

ogie

to-

give

st-

ogie

to-

give

st-

ogiegive lnstruct1instructionsns to the CompanyOampaD7 Executive , not to tryry toto-

enter

to-

oter
to-

enter

to-

oter
to-

enter

to-

oterenter by the HIGHWAYHIGHWjy, sinceainoeMaine it was only a trap . He requestedrequested-

that

reques-
ted

requested-

that

reques-
ted

requested-

that

reques-
tedthat the companycompaDJchomped be intoinformeded to move to the east and scale thethe-

t22)Personal1221t22)Personalt22Personal2 ) pereonalknowledgePerson knowledge andand--d-on--firmedanddonfirmed--
confirmed--- (8hortly8hortly((shortlys ort ly after being-

captured
beingbeing-

oaptured
being-

capturedoapturedcaptured ) by the German ColonelOOlonelOlson , commanding the unitunit.-
His

unit-
His

unit-
ies

.
His commandoommand post was less than 100 yards from CompanyCompany-
K'8

Compan-
yK's

Compan-
yK's

Compan-
yKs

Compa-nyK'8K8K'sKs' positionp08ition .
(25)25(23)23( ) Personal knowledgevw-

r.ralr
knowle-

dge
knowledge
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" ' p

. . . . ,.. .'wantainDIO'tUltainDIOtUltainstainwantingDietitian ,. I'hatIhat1'hat1hatHatThatThatwasThaws' ' was the only weak point and fromtromtromp the toptop-

the

to-

te
,

the villagev11lase couldoouldGould be attacked from higher ground .,* (24)24( ) ( SSeeSee-

Nap

Ser-

ena

See-

Map

Se-

em

..
MapNap D )

DuringDu1'1118Du11118' the lastlaltlat hour both of the company oommanderscommandersoommanders-

made

command-
eers

commanders-

made

command-
eers

commanders-

made

command-
eersmade 'requestsl'eque.taleque.talequetaequateAleut. to withdraw , feelingteelingtelling certain that at leastleast-

halt
leafs-

talk
least-

half

leafs-

talk
least-

half

leafs-

talkhalthalf ofot what waswaaWada left couldoouldGould be saved88vedRaved *. All requestsrequ&stsrequsts& werewere-

ignored
wh-

erein
were-

ignored
wh-

erein
were-

ignored
wh-

ereinignored and the CompanyOompany B CommanderCommandgrCommand was definitelydefln1tely told notnot-

to

mot-

to

not-

to

mot-

to

not-

to

mot-

toto w1thCwithdraw'awaw' . At 1000 hours the Captain of Company BorderedBordered-

all
Border-

ed
B orderedordered-

all
order-

ed
ordered-

all
order-

edall letters , maps , platoon radios , and anythingaD1thlng that wouldwould-

be

wou-

ld

would-

be

wou-

ld

would-

be

wou-

ldbe of value to the enemyenemJenema , destroyed ,. weapons that were outout-

or

outd-

oor

out-

of

out-

do

out-

of

out-

doorof ammunitioneitmnitionelimination were damageddsmaged beyond the useable stage , butbut-

retained

bu-

lletined

but-

retained

bu-

lletined

but-

retained

bu-

lletinedretained with bayonets fixed . The radios in Battalion netnet-

remained

det-

ermined

net-

remained

det-

ermined

net-

remained

det-

erminedremained in as lotlong as possible . WltlWaltWithinn the half hour bothboth-

captains

both-

erations

both-

captains

both-

erations

both-

captains

both-

erationscaptains met and decided iitt was finished . The company wouldwould-

be

wou-

ld

would-

be

wou-

ld

would-

be

wou-

ldbe demolished if an attempt was made to hold another tenten-

minutes

ter-

minates

ten-

A

te-

n

ten-

minutes

ter-

minatesminutes . Captain , Company B told the Commander of Company-

K

Compa-

ny

Company
. . .

. . . . . .

, .. . .. . . . . . . , . . . .. . .

.
.::.

- : . ' : ... . . . , . . .. .
. . . - .

" . . " .KK. . ..' to-puttoput.to'PU't.toPUttoPUttout...tctc. .-'"'p xt'.: ththe& SsAigXTsnEssayistsng.tngtmgt. TsfiSufiii sps sneakingiakirigfakir' 'kirigskirling ' German(Germanj" rririi' 'prisonerprisoner in front of himhim-

and

Whit-

man

him-

and

Whit-

man

him-

and

Whit-

manand walk out of the door with his hands up . The rest of thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopiancompany was ordered to follow their commander if the enemyenem-

yceased

sent-
ences

enem-

yceased

sent-
ences

enem-

yceased

sent-
encesceased flyingfiring ,. (25)-

The

(25)-

The

(25)25(25)-

The

( )

- . . . .

The
...

C.at-

a

Cat-

a

Ca-

t

Captain
. ? .nn. . . .

of
, .

Company
. .

B
. .thenthenwenttenetthen.ee!?:. " .

,!went
. . . . . .

top9 .tbtb._..tjtj.;, ,e .. . .thtrd.fl.oorthtrdfl.oorthtrdfloorhtrdflocrthereforehurdler.JOzl-rd-floor-

of
JOz-

l r-d
flooro-

f O-z
floo-r

: htrd-htrdhatred- .--.flocrflora. ,. . .. .. - . . " ._ o . ,. "

LJrJarL-
Jrofof the building where theuhehehe radioredioredo was still in contact with thethe-

1st

the-

1st11stst Battalion . A report was made that the ComP811wasCompanCompanyCompanyComP811/ComP811/PPwasWaswas beingbeing-

surrendered
rei-

nsured
being-

surrendered
rei-

nsuredsurrendered . The lastla.tlat. words that the Captain could think ofof-

were

bo-

wered

of-

were

bo-

weredwere "goodbregoodbre"goodbyegoodbye"goodbye and good luck.nlucknluckluck.nHeluckluck . " He looked out of the window-

Person

wido-

wers
windowwindo-

w(24)Personal(24)Personal24Personal( ) PerlonPerson knowledgeow a ge
(25)25( ) Personal knowledge . The English speaking German had keptkept-

Capt
ke-pt kept-

Capt
ke-pt kept-

Capt
ke-ptCaptCaput AndersenAnderson 1ntinformed.dd. ofor what the enemy was tailingtaltingtatting] aboutabout-

outside
bou-

nteous
about-

outside
bou-

nteous
about-

outside
bou-

nteousoutside . It was through this knowledge and through obserobser-lobsterobser-
vation

obser-
vation

obser-
vation

¬-
vationovation ofotthethe enemy'senemysenemJ'senemJsenemyenemas' maneuver , especially when the flameflame-
thrower

flame-
thrower

flame-
throwerthrower .aa.was. placed in position , the decisiondeoision to surrendersurrender-
was

surrend-
er

surrender-
was

surrend-
er

surrender-
was

surrend-
erwas made ,. CaptCaput SigmenSimon , ( CO of GoCo . K ) personally electedelected-

I

electe-
d

elected-
that

elect-
ed

elected-
that

elect-
edI that he would go out first ,.

I t.* NotMotHot kaowkaotaiowaDonTaiwan .at the tlitiatuliptaitJ.. batbtttthth.
( o.(Wr BM .rr. .c.micmimi.

, t:t;. . ,. "aa" 1.tr.l1tr.l1trl?'.'. ' t 1 , . ' .
. . .-. .. .

.-,. . , . . ..l . . . .. . . "" . .."-"- . . . ... -. . - -. ffiff Ayt tMtt1 A a-iiaiiaiit-alit\tt\ -
.. . . . . . .

. ---" 44 . . .
_0' .. . -_

, . ' . '" . . . , . . . . . ..__ .IIII. _. :
._ : ._. -- ;: ' "

. : _.. . ".' . . . .. ,, . ., ...: __ . _ .- "
.

. . . _. ,. . ._. . . . , .. . __ . ,. . .rr" p. .niw.rniw.rniwrnoir"',. . , . . , . .. .. . . . _ . " . . _ .__ r" .r.n'anr.nanrnanRNAnan'' 4. astiaasia
. . . . . "NN" _ . " . . . . . . . . . . . , . . , .. . . . . ,. . . .

.niw.ri

. . .. . .. , . _ . . . . , r .
. . . r.-..+ ..nn. . .oo.. .rr. . .:. . , ' .rr.

.

7

. _. . . , . .. . . .. oq.l.11. ?, : . :. ,. . .
oq-oq-

. _. .

:
,.

. . , . . . . . . . .
. _ .

.-
4or

_
.

.rr'. r. t/. .I1I1i wr_
< tVtMtt-

v

: ' 'AA' . :. : -.l.l,.: - .rr. . . . . . .
_

. . . ",! ' S.S-

r

S-

aJr2A

- . : . . , . . p.,. . .
.

,. . .
_

'.-.N-.N.-

Np '
" "tt" -.. U

'

o

'

' '. N

. . .: asas-

w

a-

s

':. . i,

: :
. . ....owJowJDow. .II. ./. r.-.M.Mr.M_-,...- 4-.- 4;-<._1r1-

rr

. .. . \ . . . ,.- : -oror- '

. . . . . . _ , .. . . W ' '. ' . . . . . ,-
. . . . . . . . . " , ,

" '
r

, .
w " ,',' 1

."

, :',-- vv-.;./,.' .err,,,
,r\rrI-

L

ar-

il

,. \ ' ,'---aJr2A
a-Jr2A

,'' .



. . . r.r A.A-

mill

M-

ill

. .. '. . .rr. " '__ '" . .. . , . . . . ..'_-
. ."',. . . . , . . . . .. . , . . . . , . , .. ."

J

r'" . . . . . - . . . . - . . . . . . . . . " . ' . .. . r. .Y.PY.PYP. . .. "- N.N-

1N11._ mill_. .IUwIUwICU.. . .4 \MI r "'wMMwMMMM' 1I'IMIIMII' ' .-. . . ., . .,. ,_ . . ._. . . + . .11hpG/IMMIMP.11hpGIMMIMP.11hpG11hpGIMMIMP
_
IMMIX. .11hpGIMMIM-

Pr

/ - - . . 1N11.-I PP4-44-- .. 484484MMM.Ow"mo.. _
/MMM.Ow"moMMM.OwmoMMM.Ow"moMMMOwmo/ . ._"_ . r-'sIY'dYOI//M1r'sIY'dYOIsIYdYOIM1skidoo. _-' . ,.'

_
/ / .".RR

_
. II.uIIuII. . 11M--r11Mr_- .-_.* . ... E'Ir4EIr4. .' .. . . 'wM.IwM.IwMIMI.'._ _. .MM_.W>. .. 1 .YW.IYW.IYWI

_WI. . Itu4. M-ftr'rMftr'rftrrafter. .' ,-_.'__"' M0+'_'@ 'ohoh'o-

hand

'

.. . , . . . . . .. . . . . . . .." . .

and all firingtiring had ceased The*., 8Usurrenderedrendered men were.ereere. beingbeing-
1'Ushed

being-
rushed

be-ing
being-

rushed
be-ing'1'Ushed1Ushedrushed throughthroushthrush the v111village.. street to a. oavecaveSoave back ofot thethe-

town
thr-

own
the-

town
thr-

own
the-

town
thr-

owntown ., In the processprooess ofot destroyingdestro71ng the last radio , two willwellwill-
red

wil-
led

well-
fed

wel-
led

well-
fed

wel-
ledredfed GermansGermaniGermanic entered the room and ordered the Captain downdown-dow-
nstairs

dow-
nstairs

dow-
nstairs

¬-
stairs ,. He took one last look at his watchwatohswath before the captorscaptorsr-
emoved

cap-
tors

captorsr-
emoved

cap-
tors

captorsr-
emoved

cap-
torsremoved it . The time was 1030 hourshour! ,.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISMCRITICISM-

11 ,. INFORMATION

INFORMATIONOnInformation
On the night that the Commander ofot Company B receivedreceived-

orders
recei-

ved
received-

orders
recei-

ved
received-

orders
recei-

vedorders to pass through Company K and clean out the villagevillage-
the

villa-ge
,

the Battalion Commander and the S-2S28-28- assured the Captain thatthat-
the

thatc-
hed

that-
the

thatc-
hed

that-
the

thatc-
hedthe enemy was weak . They estimated their strength at lessless-
than

le-st less-
than

le-st less-
than

le-stthan a Company ,. When the Captain arrived in the village hehe-

discovered
re-

discovered
he-

discovered
re-

discovered
he-

discovered
re-

discovereddiscovered that a reinforcedreinforoed Battalion existed . This enemyenemy-

was
ene-

my
enemy-

was
ene-

my
enemy-

was
ene-

mywas neinevineitherthe 2' weak ., disorganized , iornorIgor: wiwitht.btb. :any intention '

of-

withdrawing
ofof-

withdrawing

"

withdrawing . On the contrary they, were wellwall organizedorganized-
strong

organ-
ized

,
strong , and in addition had Company K in a trap . Had thethe-
Commander

he-
bdomad

the-
Commander

he-
bdomadCommanderCo=anderLander of Company B realizedrealiz'ed' the strengthstren6th of the enemyenemy-
he

ene-
my

,
he would certainly have been moremore-cautiousmorecautious-.- cautious ., At PRATOPRATE

.
" . , , . . .

. . . .- ' " . . . . .' . . , . . , . . . . .. , . .. . . . . . . . " . . .
DIDrDr"-

MAGNAN

DI-

MAGNANO

D-
IANA

. .

\"JMAGNANO\"MAGNAN"MAGNANMAGNANMAGNAMAGNANOMAGNA , "thethethe enemy did not have
\ t \ ii-

because
b-

ecause
!

a chance to firetire a shotshot-
because

shor-
tbreads.Ix.".

,' I IbecauaeBecause( because the CompanyCo.mpany. Commander did. ,
,

isituisitu;situ-situ.-not know the enemy situ-situsitu-
ation

si tutu-

ition
¬-

ition\ationationIlionaction\ ationaction ,. He called for artillery smoke on suspected enemy ob-obob-

servatlon
ob-

servation
ob-

servation
obob-

servation
¬-

servationservatlonserrationSheraton posts when the fogtog lifted . The enemy was
.

completelycompletely-
surprised

comp-
letely

completely-
surprised

comp-
letely

completely-
surprised

comp-
letelysurprised . However , when the Captain was furnished withwith-
false

wi-
thal

with-
false

wi-
thal

with-

false
wi-

thalfalse information that Company KX wasW8.SW8S. in thesituenemyesteemvillage and ex-exex-

pected
exex-

peeled
ex-

pelled
ex-

pected
-

peeledpectedpetted to have " "most of the "weakweak outenemy by daylight , the-
Captain

he-
ating

the-
Captain

he-
ating

thethe-
Captain

he-
atingCaptain waswalwail the one that received the surprise and not thethe-

Co

th-

eo

the-
enemy

He-

nleyenemy .
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2 . KSCOMKAISSAyCBImCONlAISSANCERECONNAISSANCEInconsistence AKDAIDANDAD comwm-

Wbile

consu-

mable

CCCOMMANDcomwmcommCOMMAN-

DHhile

Comm-

and

? MA1DMA1-

DwhileHhileWbilewhileChileBile the GomanderCo.anderCoanderCommaanderPomanderColanderCommander. ofot CompanyCompan7 B wasW&8W8& on reconnaissance-
he

reconnaissan-
ce

reconnaissance ,
he discovereddisoovered a perpendicular rock wall on the right ofot the-

road
He-

rod
thethe-

road
He-

rod
the-

road
He-

rodroad and a deep ravine ofot the left side . ThisTh1s gap was almostalmost1-

mpo
almost-

lmpo3sible
almost-

impossible1mpolmpo3sibleslbl.-
e

slbl-
e

salabl-
e. for InfantrymenIntantrymen to crO.8crO8crosscrass. .& f.rhfrhfirthThe. orders for the typetype-

of
typ-

e
type-

of
typ-

e
fcy-

pof

cry-

pto

©

of deployment issuediS8ue werewore likewise impossible after it waswa-

sdiscovered

wa-

sdiscovered

wa-

sdiscovereddiscovered that the enemy , and not Company KX , dominated thisthis-
ground

hig-

hroad
this-

ground

hig-

hroad
this-

ground

hig-

hroadground . At this point the enenemy did not expose himself andand-

since
aud-

ience
and-

since
aud-

ience

and-

since
aud-

iencesince the Captain was so close to the village , he continuedcontinued-
on

continu-
edon expecting to contact the Commander ofot Company K within aa-

short
s-

hort
a-

short
s-

hortshort distance . He should have terminated the reconna1seancereconnaissancereconnaissance-
at

reconna1seance-
at

reconnaissan-
ceat the gap because this warranted a change in company ordersorders-
Had

orde-
rs

,.
Had the Captain returned to the Company ( provided he wasn'twasntwasn't-

shot

wasn-

shot
ass-

ort
*' !

shot in the back by the enemy when he turned ) he would notnot-

have

oct-

ave
not-

have

oct-

ave LS.have been a
"

I
"

loss
.

.
to the Battalion within the next three hourshours-

In
horsi-

ng
,.

In either placeplaice it is doubtful ifit Company B could have savedsaved-

Company

Salv-
adoran

saved-

Company

Salv-
adoranCompany K that day . Likewise the Company K Commander was too-

far
tw-

ofer

tootoo-

far
tw-

oferfar forward . Both officers should have been to the rear ofof-

their
o-

ther
of-

their
o-

thertheir companysoompanyscompany in order to commit support unitsunite or call for-

supporting
forfor-

supporting.supporting
" . , . . , . " . . .

fires- ." . .- ' " .., .. . The
. " . " "nn.uhl"n"

only
". . '. w4
_.". . '. 0r

differenced1rferen
' . ., .. . .. . r... . -. . rrq_rr . _.

e
" w
}here:

.rr. .
re

1.Y1Y1-

.YCompany

..- w.a
w- .aw- a. . >

was
. W. thethe'ecttheectthee.

he , feetf'
_

..uhl\.uhluh.that.Compan-
y

thatCompan-
y

Tacom-
athatthat-w tha-w

.\ .

Company K had no rereservesserves .

3 .
COMMUNICATIONSSomewhereCOMKUNICATIONSalongCommunicationsCommunicational

COMMUNICATIONSCOMKUNICATIONS

-Somewhere along the line CompanyOomp.n1Oompn1&. K hadacquiredhandcuffedhad acquired an addi-addiAddisadd-

itional

add-

itional
addiAddisadd-

itional

¬--

tionaltonal radio SCR80RBCRSRBR 300 that was netted in with the-3dthe3d- BattalionBattalion-
This

Battali-
on

,.

Th1sThis enabled the CommanderCommand'er' of Company B to 8w1switchtchetch one of themthem-

to
ther-

mo

them-

to
ther-

mo

them-

to
ther-

moto the 1stlitlet Battalion ,. Company B had only the one radio , forfor-

the
fo-

rte
for-

the
fo-

rte
for-

the
fo-

rtethe Battalion net , which was destroyed byb1 enemy action . ThisThi-

slett
Thi-

stle
Thi-

sleft

Thi-

stle
Thi-

sleft

Thi-

stlelettleftlet CompanyCompaDJCompaq B without comfflunicationoommunicationcommunicationconglutination with the Battalion and
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_.. OWgIYyl1, wM
_. WIM . . .. . A.! . .. 1" 1 -. Ar. a. r, . ., . 'firfir' .44.>.4L4-L4L4- ' ." . . .

, . . , .. . .. . , . . . . . . .. .w .r.ar.ara" .°-wala.o'thala.othalaothwala.o'thgalootloath",also,1a'o1ao; '. '. tii"ththtipi"' a. CompanyOempany Commander sinceainoeMaine the companycomplm7 net radio withwith-

btm

wi-
th

with-

him

wit-
hin

with-

him

wit-
hinbtmhimtm waswalwail also'also' destroyed ., In addition to this , one BattalionBattalion-

did
Battali-

on
Battalion-

did
Battali-

on
Battalion-

did
Battali-

ondid not know what channelchaDD.lchaDDlChad. the other Battalions operated onon-

and

na-

nd
on-

and

na-

nd
on-

and

na-

ndand asa8 a resultrelUlt CompanyCOIIP8l17 B could.notcouldnotcouldn'tcould . notDOt communicatecODDunlcateoomaaunioatecopulate with CompaD1CompanyCompany-

K

CompaD1-

X

Compan-

yXK priorp1'1.olp11.olp11ol' . ' to personal contact . CompanyComP8nY B was over two miles-

distance

miles
11distance

,

(distance-gtgn09... . .
straight back ) fromtram the Battalion forward observaobsel'va-obsel'vaobselvaobserva-observeobservantobserva-

tion

obsel'va-

tiOD

observa-

tion
' ¬-

"

tiontiODiontied post . Wire lines had not followedtollowed any unit this far outout-

and

outl-

and

out-

and

outl-

and

out-

and

outl-

andand communication depended on radio . If Company B
' had pos-pospos-

sessed

pos-

sessed

pospos-

sessed

¬-

sessedsassed two radios netted in with Battalion , the Company ComCom-

mander

Com-ComCom-

mander

Com-

mander

¬-

mandermaunder could have directed his unit through the second radio .

4 . THE OBJECTIVEOBJECTIVE-

The

Objecti-

ve

OBJECTIVE-

The

Objecti-

ve

OBJECTIVE-

The

Objecti-

veThe village of LIVJBRGNANOLIVERGNANOLIVRRGNANOLIVERYMAN was considered to be one ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe only two gaps that existed in the three mile escarpmentescarpmentC-

ompany

escarp-
ment

,.

Company K had entered this gap by the HIGHWAY and was trap-traptrap-

ped

trap-

ped

traptrap-

ped

¬-

pedpeed ,. The Company did not move forward during the night nornor-

did

No-

rdic

nor-

did

No-

rdic
. . -

di'd1tdid1tdid' ' '
it move;- "Ve-"VeVe"Veit'er"N" "'-it'er"NiterNterNit'er"Niqbrafter

' "
daybre- 'akTdaybre- akTdaybr- eakdaybreakiqbrLibra

'k-kkit' -;. ' "
3itfit ". .

isfs " "believedbelievedh'olievedholievedhollered" 'alal' evedrevved tnatttiatnatattainttnttiatonetinstone't'bnetbnebane' '' -oneone- ne crf'ofof.of'"craft'. the-

two

th-

eft

thethe-

two

th-

eft

the-

two

th-

efttwo Battalions Involved or the Regiment knew the situationsituation-

of

situatio-
nof Company K existed prior to Company B being committedcommitted-

However

comm-
itted

,.

However , CompanyCompe.nyCompeny. B waswasemployedassemblywas employed into the same gap and overover-

the

overth-

rew

over-

the

overth-

rew

over-

the

overth-

rewthe same route where one company was already stuck . It isis-
P

lis-
p

is-

not

s-

not

is-

not

s-

not
'---PP--- " . _ ., . . . .

_
. .. . . . _ . . . . . _ ._ . . _ . .. . .ww. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . , _

not believed that other entrances were absolutely 1mpossibimpossibleImpossible-

and

Impossi-
ble

ee-

and

e-

landand the 1stlet BaBattalionta11on shouldsbould have tried a flanking movemove-

The

overth-

rew

,.

The Commander ofot Company B , afteratterLatter he was trapped , requestedrequested-

the

request-

ed

requested-

the

request-

edthe Battalion tCLtLCto.informtoinformto-informtoinformoviform.- 1ntnrm CompanyComp.anCompan.
,. B to movemo.ve. to the easearseast andand-

scale

lan-

dscape

and-

scale

lan-

dscape

and-

scale

lan-

dscapescale the mountain . Ordering Company B to enter by thetheH-

IGHWAY

He-

mingway

theH-

IGHWAY

He-

mingway

theH-

IGHWAY

He-

mingwayHIGHWAY onlyonl1 pramot.d.ta1pramotd.ta1pramotdta1promoted. . failureurecure ,.

5 . COMMANDCOICIOND OF COMPANYCOMPJlYCOMPlY It-

Within

T-

witching

K-

Within

W-

ithin
KItK-

Within

W-

ithinWithin theh. Division and even higher echelons ., Regiments-

A

Regiment-

s

Regiments. .. . . . . ._ . . . . . . . .
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. U . _ " ,. . . . > . . , , . .fiaA-BfiaABfaAsr33ttalf'Vxssr33ttalfVxs. .-BB-_ *.fctalicaifc.ttai1.cnttai1.cnttai1cn.' . .weye.1'1f.11f11fVretreeyeRetire' . oontinuallyoont1nuallJcontinually cuttingcu ttingting right or leftlett'tletttleft-left'-leftto"-
pinch

'
to-

"pinch

to-

pinch
t-

opic

'

.pinohpinohto--"pinchto"pinchpinch-"pianoto"pinchout". Cut?out " a un!unitt and then _employingplo11nS the third ununit! t on aa-

tlaDk

a-

lack
a-

flank

f-

lank
a-

flank

f-

lanktlaDkflanklad when the aeetorlectolsectorabettorlector' .was.. widened ,. ThiThaiThiaThisThai. iraawuwasira not &always1"8111811" a.a-

good

g-

ood

a-

good

g-

oodsoodgoodsod policypolio1 becausebeoaulbefoul. the unit beingbeinsbegins pinched out was.a8a8. .well.1111. in-inin-

tormed

in-

formed

in-

formed

inin-

formed

¬-
'

formedtormedstormed ofot the Iisituationtuat1on , thusthulThule losing momentum knowing thetheythey-

were

he-
wer

they-

were

he-
wer

,.
were to falltall back *. This oftenottengotten exposed8xpo.d8xpod.. the flank of the un1tunitun1t-

that

unit-

that

unt-

haw

unit-

that

unt-

hawthat was squeezing the other unit out and caused the enem-

yresistance

enemyenem-

yresistance

enem-

yresistanceresistance to be greater . This , because the enemy did not-

have

oct-

ave
notnot-

have

oct-

ave
not-

have

oct-

avehave to concentrateooncentrate on a unit that was no longer aggressiveaggressive-

In

aggressi-
ve

,.

In such a case , it is believed that it would be better toto-

let

to-

ilet

to-

let

to-

ilet

to-

let

to-

iletlet the third unit pass through the unit desired to be pinchedpinched-

out

pinch-
ed

pinched-

out

pinch-
ed

pinched-

out

pinch-
edout . That is , provided the unit is not pinned down ,.

Such was not the case with the Regimental plan for thethe-

1st

the-

1st

the-

1st1st Battalion to pinch out the 3d Battalion at LIVfiRGNAM-

OCompany

LIVERGNANOLIVERYMAN ,.

Company A was employed protecting the right flank of thethe-

-Regiment

t-
he

Re-

giment. . .Regim.entRegim.entRegimentRegiim.entRegiiment-._ . ,. Company K , part of the Battalion being pinchedpinched-

out

pinch-

ed
pinched-

out

pinch-

ed
pinched-

out

pinch-

edout , was attached to the 1st Battalion - - but Company K waswas-

engaged

ass-

emblage

was-

engaged

ass-

emblage

was-

engaged

ass-

emblageengaged in combat and pinned down . The command of this unitunit-

was

jun-

tas

unit-

was

jun-

tas

unit-

was

jun-

taswas passed during a moving situation and the company was notnot-

informed

untr-

ansformed

not-

informed

untr-

ansformed

not-

informed

untr-

ansformedinformed . Whenben Company K learned of this chchangeBe it wawewass inin-

the

in-

ter

In-

the

In-

tec
. . . . .MM. *. ,

the
*
h

> . ._ .i-.i...iwfrmorning
- . . wfrwafer

i o - . ffHH. . ffvff,
and

% . .
during

k-k- -

ingKing a criticaloriHori tic al stageB tagestage , by thenthe
.
neitherneither-

Battalion
nei-

ther
.. . *,

t
"ww" rr-

Battalion

B-

attalion
. i. .-.' -. . . .JJ.-.-

JBattalion

. . . . . . _ . . . . . . . . . . .

Battalion wanted to accept the responsibilityresponsibility,-

6

responsibility-

6

,.

6 ,. THE FAILURE OF 1-UMK1UMKFLANKMK- PROTECTIONPROTECTION-

Mo

PROTECTION-

No

Protectio-

nMo10No place on record can it be found that after Company II-

cut

C-

ut
I-

cut

C-

ut
I-

cut

C-

utcut acrossacrosBmacros the HIGHWAYBIGBIiY , that during the night the CompanyCompa-

nypermittedtheetaxy.to

Compan-

ypermitted

Com-
pany.. . . . pel'llitte4pelllitte4permitted-the--etaxy.topermittedtheetaxy.topermittedtheetaxy.toetaxytobetray-' . . tbe-en.totbeen.totbeen.toentoBentontubelentothe . - neaynay.., ., . .. .to ...ww. withdrawthroughtheirwithdraw-withdrawwithdrawthroughwithdraw.tt. throughfcheiraw-.throt\gh-.the1rawthrotgh.the1raw.throtthrotgh.the1rthe1rthrough--theirthroughtheirthroat- . throughtheirroadthoughtthrough-through\ - .- fcheircoheir road'road-road'-, blockblock-

The

blockh-

ead

*.

The next morning when Company I was contactedcontaoted , the unit was-

packed

swa-

ybacked

waswas-

pa.cked

swa-

ybacked

was-

packed

swa-

ybackedpa.ckedpacked. in one house . CompanyOompany K was in the village almostalmost-

10001000 yards1s.rds1srds. north ofot Company I and no contact had beenbean main-
1

mai'llo-

j
main-mainmai'll-mai'llmaillmill' -

- - .- ' , . ' '" " ' " . .- . . . , oj ' " . . ' . . . , . . . . , . " \ .. . . . . . . . . ,- . , ." . , . ' " .' . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . " . .RR. . . . . . . . . . . . .. .
_

. . . . . . . - ' .
. .. . . - I .

., - , - - _ . - . . . .. .- . . . ".. " _". .1 . , , . .. . .J '

. .. 1- .1

1-

1.' "
.RR. . .'. ' .. ". '.:*._ . ' -'. .. .

"_'
. ...

.
. . LMigi'fLMigifMiG.'" ' .aa. ' > r. ._iliiiMmft&iiliiiMmfti.. - - . & liiiiim

. .
i r. JJ-

rr

R-

r

i i 11 ii i.iii.i.iiiiiii.iiiiiiiii. . . i i
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I,

. . . .. . . .
_II" . __I, . .

.

.. .. ' . .tatnedtainedtannedstained
. .11. ]between. . .

.
. . . .

theg . two9.Jl9Jl. . unitaunitsunit. .,
,.,,

M. .
:1:111:; . . is. btiwperflitvdipperful, eneratenervate, .r.t'vr.tvrtvtv. .. ?': vA , th&tthtthl.tthltthathalt&. the-thethe-

flanks

H-
elens

be-, ' . , -.- .- . , --

flanks

f-

lanks

- .

tlanksflankstanks ofot any8Zt1 unit be protected at all times to, prevent thethe-

eneJQ

th-

ence
the-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nleyeneJQenemyRene' fromtromtromp making an envelopment *. IfIt OCompanympan7 I and KE hadhad-

ooordinated

had-

coordinated

had-

coordinatedooordinatedcoordinated their effortsettortsextorts , the ground8round gained may have beenbeen-

held

ben-

ched

been-

held

ben-

ched

been-

held

ben-

chedheld . PPerhapsrhapshaps CompanyCompanl I could have prevented a bloodbloody,. battlebattle-

the

batt-
le

battle-

the

batt-
le

battle-

the

batt-
lethe next.daynextdaynextnext . day had. they atoppedstoppedstoppodtopped the coluanoolum'loolumlcolumncoolanthoodlum."' of enemy during thethe-

night

he-

ight
the-

night

he-

ight
th-

night

to-

night

®

night ,. It is conceivableconceiva.ble. that the tanks could pass through-

the

thoug-

ht
throughthrough-

the

thoug-

ht
through-

the

thoug-

htthe oompanycompanycompany . In any event it is felt that Company I shouldshould-

have

shoul-

d've

should-

have

shoul-

d've

should-

have

shoul-

d'vehave at least made an attempt to join flanks with Company K .

7 ., LACK OF 1UNEUVEjMANEUV-

ERjr

Maneu-

ver

MANEUVERMANEUVE-

RIn

Maneuveri-

ng

!
In any offensive action units must be able to maneuvermaneuver-

Within

mane-
uver

,.

Within the village Company K maintained an excellent base ofof-

fire

af-

faire

of-

fire

af-

fairefire until their ammunitionsmmunlt10n ran out . One reason the battle-

was

batt-
le

battlebattle-

was

batt-
le

battle-

was

batt-
lewas lost was due to the fact nothing was available to maneuvermaneuver-

Had

maneu-
ver

,.
' '

Had Company B- 'bB- bB beenen'ableenableable to rreceiveceiv9 the Captains informationinformation-

to

informatio-

nto move east and scale the mountain , the maneuver elementelement-

would

elem-
ent

element-

would

elem-
ent

element-

would

elem-
entwould have been present . The plan might haveha1T9 worked at thethe-

time

tea-

time

the-

time

tea-

timetime becausebeoause when reported , the Captain knew a weak spotspot-

existed

spot-

lighted

spot-

existed

spot-

lighted

spot-

existed

spot-

lightedexisted. . The enemy-mortarsenemymortarsenemy '-mortarsm- ortars'-mortars and artillery could not have-

a

hav-

e

have

" , . .. . . .. .l.811ql.811ql811q.landed. . . on.theC.ompa-

ny

ontheC.ompa-

ny

ontheCompa-

ny

interco-
m._ n.9"qQmpn.9qQmpn9qQmp.

..,,." . a4y , becauseQebea8.

," ,_ the., cliff"q11t.tq11t.tq11tt" . . .
WSLSSOLSWwas.toowastoowaste'", .. .

.too9.9.S99.S99S. .. ste.epsteepat.'iPtiPtit'. p ,! Tb-

eshells

Te-

asels
ThQNthQQ, .. . .

shells would have burst in the valley below . If the marLeuvermaneuvermarLeuver-

had

maneu-
ver

maneuver-

had

maneu-
ver

maneuver-

had

maneu-
ver

:

had been a success , then an attack could have been made fromfrom-

higher

firef-

ighter

from-

higher

firef-

ighter

from-

higher

firef-

ighterhigher ground ,.

8B . ANTITANTIAKTITJLKKANTITANKK DEFENSEDEFEISEDEFIES!

\ . . . . . . ,.Al"BnAlBnAlBAlthoughl thou" nmD'6.aentlonedD6.aentlonedD6aentloned'& ...mentioned' ntitanedtitan in.in. n . theth teztnwttexts-textstextsbuttextstext: ,- but-but-butworthyworthy-worthy.worthworth.- ,. ofor thought , .

. \|
,!..77.J,'jrjrI-

n

jarri-

ng

\ is18 the antitankantitanti measures within aQ rifle companycomp8D1,. DefenseDefense-

was

Defen-

se
Defense-

was

Defen-

se
Defense-

was

Defen-

sewas not mentionedmentioDed againstagain8t the six tanks firing point blankW.w-

AFw

bla-

nk

blank

W.wAFwWwAFwWaif_. _, . w. . . . . .rr4.' '._.. n. .. ___ 'VV.' Yw.. . N. . 1l.W1lW_.... M.MRl -RR.-,.#_ t xwsafe_ .._*. '. 'ff' oo:wa<",.:. V.<"TWTW" 1,1fM.. -fMfM.- ,. Mr.AMMrAMRAM._.. ._. . , I " ---- .. y.p.wyp.wypw-yow. ...+ r.w-.. w-, . r_. . w ... . . . . .wrwr. _ ti . .. . . . , -- . .

" " I I I -<'" '_ AlftS.Altos. . . L J . . .
..5S262-

6t

26N-

w
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at the CompanyComP8DJ' beoaubeaubecause.. nothing waawalwasWadawail available to stopatop themthem-

The

tet-
her

,.

The 2,562562.36236,. Inch rocket launcherlaunoher was employedemplo7ed until the ammunitionammunition-

was

ammuniti-

onwas expended . HoweverBowever , the hitahitshit scoredIcoredsnoredCored merelymerelJ bounced offottOtto otofot-

the

ot-

her

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe heavy armor like fire-crackersfirecrackerstire-crackerstire- ,. DuringI>urlngburling the campaign ininI-

TALY

in-

itially

inI-

TALY

in-

itially

InI-

TALY

In-

itiallyITALY and on many occasionsoooasions , this weapon andwldweld the rltlrillrifler.1fler1fle. grenadegrenade-

knooked

gre-
nade

grenade-

knocked

gre-
nade

grenade-

knocked

gre-
nadeknookedknocked out many tanks , but theth9 hit had to be in a certaincertain-

spot
cert-

ain
certain-

spot
cert-

ain
certain-

spot
cert-

ainspot . Fighting in terrain where tanks cannot close with thethe-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy , it Is1s felt that the front line companies should have aa-

more

a-

more

a-

moremore powerful antitantiantitank gun or weapon . Such a weapon availableavailable-

on

availab-
leon the road block established by Company I could no doubt havehave-

eliminated

hab-

ilimented

have-

eliminated

hab-

ilimented

have-

eliminated

hab-

ilimentedeliminated the tanks during their night withdrawal *. Company KK-

could

C-

ould

K-

could

C-

ould

K-

could

C-

ouldcould have used one in LIVERGNANOLIVERYMAN *. IfIt the six tanks had beenbeen-

knocked

been-

knocked

been-

knockedknocked out , American armor could have rolled into the villagevillage-

without
vill-age
village-

without
vill-agewithout any trouble . The streets were not mined and the cra-cracrabcra-

ter

cra-

ter
cracrabcra-

ter

¬-

tertear could have been leveled with an armoredoredbored bulldozer ,.

9 ,. CONFIDENCE IN SUBORDINATE COMMANDERS-

Two

Command-

ers

COMMANDERS-

Two

Command-

ers

COMMANDERSCOMMANDERS-

Two

Command-

ersTwo Captains were present in the village and both askedasked-

fo

aske-

d
asked-

for

ask-
ed

asked-

for

ask-
edfofor permission to withdraw , yet the Battalion CommanderCommandeCommand de.-

a.1r.e

dede-dede-

sHr.e

de-

sire

-.
" ,_ .w.rw.rwr_.-> -_. . sHr.esHre.a.1r.ea1r.ea1reshare. l. .e.ded.. .. ,. t.hththew.posthewposstewpotsthe. ...PQSPSposUtl.cnposUtlcnapostolic, 1t1'n1t1ni , ion.(' bheheldbeheldbehe.. held-held-,-heldsud.dheels.- , , lI.udlIudsud.dsuddIudsudden!.wlwlpJElope. . .rr. .-pJEpJEJed- f1.tae'tf1.taetf1taet.iaed-toiaedtobiased.'.-. 4.040toto-

drawal

;. BaaAhoriamtbor1zAnaphora. .33. a .with-withwith-

drawal

'll' tb--tbtb-

drawal

- .. . . .. --

drawal

d-

rawal

d-

rawl
- . , - . . . , . , . ---. . .

drawaldrawl . The officers knew the situation from A to Z and feltfelt-

certain

feli-

citating

felt-

certain

feli-

citating

felt-

certain

feli-

citatingcertain that it was time to pulloutpull out , but remained because otofot-

their

o-

ther

of-

their

o-

ther

of-

their

o-

thertheir devotion to duty and discipline . They knew the nextnext-

higher

exc-

hanger

next-

higher

exc-

hanger

next-

higher

exc-

hangerhigher commander should have been the person to authorizeauthorize-

such

authori-
zes

authorize-

such

authori-
zes

authorize-

such

authori-
zessuch a move *. Both knew that a withdrawal would mean certain

. ... ", ,. . ..www.-d-'to--atdwd'toat-QG-atQGat.wQGat-&.-.<>&tfe-&tfetfefe&tfetoat& .
- ,' to-attoatto-.atto.at.atstoat- .- ., leastleaetleanest halfhalt that attemptedttemptedtempted the risk . This wwouldwould-

be

wou-

ld

would-

be

wou-

ld

uldaulduld-

be

guld-

enbe the priceprioeprior to payP81 but at least they felt that some ofor thethe-

"manpower

the-

"manpower

the"-

manpower11

the-

manpower11"manpowermanpower" " would get through and live . to fighttight another dayday-

They

d-
ate

,,..

Theye also knew their caseeaseII was hopeless.ee :in LIVERGNANOLIVERYMAN!! O and their-
W

thei-
r

theirh!. r _., .. . .. . .. . . . . . .. . . .: . . . .
w. u .rr_. .rr.: A.A-

r
R

. . . . _. . _.,
.YY. . . . . . . ' . . .aa. . . . .YY. , r r . .

,
. ..
.

+ . -W-W-W.a- . .-

h
h + . . . " .-. . .. .aa . . ,

a
. ..q_ . .w. . . .___ :.. .ll.tt..tttt. .tt.rtetra,

.
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' . .rr. .. _(ww.wwww.VW
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benefitbeDetitbeet to the RegimentRegtment wasWtaWa finishedfinishedunlessfinished-unlessunless- they could loo.elooelooseloose-

ground
loo-

ser
loose-

-

loos-
e

loose-

gr
loos-

er

.
. . . . . . . 'nmdmd ., It wouldwuuld- ' g1'OUJ1dg1OUJ1dgroundgr< .* have been better to let the position gogo-

then
G-

oethe

,

then comeoomeNome back and take it1t again , perhaps fromtromtromp a difterentdifferentdifterent-

direction
differ-

entiate
different-

direction
differ-

entiate
different-

direction
differ-

entiatedirection or with closerclo.8rclo8r. coordination . The
. decisions andand-

requests
ba-

ndeaus
and-

requests
ba-

ndeaus
and-

requests
ba-

ndeausrequests of thesethe.ethee. leaders .ereerewere.were ignoredignore *, ThenTbenBen all were over-overover-

powered

over-

powered

over--

powered
o-ver
po-

wered
-

powered by the enemy and the entire company lost .

LESSONS

1! . ( a ) IntoInfonaationInformationIntonationationaction ofat the enemy should not be givengiven-

unless

guilef-

ulness

given-

unless

guilef-

ulness

given-

unless

guilef-

ulnessunless it is true *.

(b ) Surprise is a vital weapon to the attacker ,.

2 ,. ( a ) A reconnaissance should be concluded whenwhen-

enough

wee-

knight

when-

enough

wee-

knight

when-

enough

wee-

knightenough Information has been gathered to warrant a changechange-

in

changeli-

ng

change-

in

changeli-

ng

change-

in

changeli-

ngin orders ,.

(b ) Commanders should remain behind the men they-

lead
Hel-

ena
theythey-

lead

Hel-

ena
they-

lead

Hel-

enalead in order to commit their reserves and . call for supportsupport-support-

ing

support-

ing

support-

ing

¬-

ingKing firetire ,.

53 ,. Front line companies should have two radios thatthat-

will
tha-

t'll
that-

will
tha-

t'll
that-

will
tha-

t'llwill contact the Battalion net ,.

4 ., A Company should not be employed in the same placeplace-

and

place-

man

place-

and

place-

man

place-

and

place-

man . . _ . . . . .. . .. .. . . . . . .. . . .and. overoveJove theh: _
sjpmettur1espumea e .. rout9routel'OUlOU' t > wherewhewhenwhe.anotharhealthcarewhere--anotherwhereanother-whereanothersta-

ck
& - . . another-.anothar.anothar. cxc"Oirtpal'QcOirtpalQcoital" &nyny& "' ' .llla-alreadylaalready-:] '' T-TTs-

tuck
St-

uck
:""-"" ' "-

stuck

s-

tuck
". ' - - - - - -- -

stuckstack ,.

5 ., ( a ) Front line units should not be "pinched-out"pinchedpinchedout"pinepine" bed-out"-

but
be-

d
out"b-

ut
outb-

ut
outp-

ut
- "

but passed through unless pinned down ,.
( b ) Units engaged

' in combatcambat should remain underc-

ommand

under-

cooked

underunderc-

ommand

under-

cooked

underc-

ommand

under-

cookedcommand ofot their parent unit until the action is1s oompleted.-

6
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